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C.-R.TI(M SEA LCflDS STWAR'Y

Since its inception in Cctober 1968, Operation SEA U-MS has grown

from a limited nuber of campaigns designed to counter infiltration into . -

and across the !;ekong Delta into an operation of greatly -Increased scope.

Th~s zc-uth prcducc- a renalcr.mnt of Tran Hung Dao, and Barrier Reef Forces •
into a general Border Interdiction Campaign, the expansion of SEAstg orces

Market Time IRaider patrols to support Operation Sea Float/Tran Hlng Baa IIIo

on the lower Cau M.au Peninsula, the execution of Operation "Double Shift,"

in support of the Giant Slingshot Campaign in the Tay Ninh area, and the

beginning of two new campaigns on the Song Mang Thit-Vicolai Canal and

the Cho Gao Canal.

"" The month's first new SEA LORD's operation began on the Song Mang

I Thit-Nicolai Canal on 18 July. This 29 mile stretch of canal/river forms

-Ii the central portion of the North-South Waterway System between the rice

growing heart of the Delta and the Saigon Market. EneiV forces operating

in Vinh Long Province attempted to impede the flow of traffic along this

waterway through harassment and tax extortion tactics. Towns, viages,

and governmpnt outposts along the waterway are also subject to harassment

fire. Many river craft are assigned to restrict ener activity and to

insure canal security for commercial shipping/transportation and travel

Sby indigenous personnel. In order to promote the resettlement of these

. iareas along the waterway and to promote the government image, escort pa-

trols, night water borne guard posts, and daylight bank sweeps utilizing

ARVN and Province Forces are being conducted. An active 'syops program

IGROUP 14CO
Downgraed at 3 year intervals'-
Declassified after 12 years
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It
tisg alio ndewk of 29e JoSuly, Watsirway opseratison begu of the ms heavily

.4used waterways in South Vietnam. Ten ffiR's were commiitted to each of the

above operations.

Despite the expanding SEL LO)RDS role, there has been a general down-I

ward trend In the overall enemy activity level starting In April and cam-

tinuing to the present. Two of the factors contributing to this declining

* .activity lee are the length of time the enemy has bad to observe the pa- - *

trols and develop counter-tactics, including utilization of new infiltra- -

ticc routes and river crossing points; and the general country-wide lull

.1 in activity during the past several weeks. The lull is reflected In the

decreased number of ener casualties Inflicted by alSALRSForces;

the ene~r lost 304 killed In July as compared to 4d47 in Jime and .46,-

During Jril. the Search Turn Campaign In the Rach Gia area, formerly'

an Oprtc aALRSCmpagcm under the operational control of %
CT? 116 and is reported In the River Patrol Force secticsh. Additional*

I statistics showing the results of comined SEAIMODS operations and re-

jsuits of USN/VNN efforts, along with a Naval Asset Locator, and an Indi-I

vidual description of each of the SZI LORDS campaigns foll~ow:

'IGiant Slingshot Campaeign

The Giant Slingshot Camapaign conducted on the Vam Co Tay, Varn Co
jDong, and Van Co Rivers is designed to cut aneq infiltration from the tl

.1.
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"Farrot'; Peak" ':ae- c. :-•odia into the rtratey.-c area west of Sat-

con. The nonth of -uy-.: cnsiderable activity on. .hc "nper 7"an Co

Dong PRver, the 'right -,ver of the Giant Slingshot operating area.

"- In response to large cca-e ene.W novements and to inteliFence reports

of irr-inent ene:V acton in this area qnd to assist other free world

- forces in effecting imaxirnii ene-.r destruction, additional naval forcjs

-4 were ordered on T July to the Upper Vam Co Donr in an operation called

",Double Shift.""

in connection uith L.-eration "Double Shift," Co.=•a•der Task Force

CJE aaE SIX deployed two river divisions and tuo L' ght Helo Fire Teams

I to Tay Ninh and two river divisions to Go Dau Ila. CIIF 115 provided 16

PCF's to CTF 116 for assignment to areas vacated by rW,'s: and CTF 117

chopped a River Assault Division to CTG 194.9 for employment in the

1 Tay Winh/Go Dau Ha area. In addition, ril PAID 71 was tasked with de-

ploying to Go Dau Ila with RAID 70 temporarily assum-ng responsibility

"for the vacated area of operations along with their own. Concurrent

movement of logistics support was also acconplished. At 1300 on 9 July,

the following classic naval message was sent from CTO 194.9 to CTG 194.0,

-I "Double Shift completed in double time with doubled units ready to give

double trouble.!' The increased units conducted heavy roving patrols

" 3 and waterborne ambushes for 15 days in order to prevent river crossings

by large enemy units which night attenpt an attack on Tay Ninh City.

By 23 July, ene.V activity in the Tay -inh area was reduced to a

"" level which permitted the doubled units to withdraw. The operation

accounted for 34 enemy killed by body court with 64 probable kills,]
3!

"i,1
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1l wounded, 2 captured, and 3 detained resulting fron a total of 17 ene,.

initiated firefights: 70 friendly initiated firefights, and h9 instances

of unilateral fire. It also accounted for 33 ene.-jy craft destroyed and -

1 captured as well as 57 enemy structures destroyed and 3 damaged. Friendly

personnel casualtieo amounted to 11 wounded while eight friendly water-

I craft received damage.

It is almost certain that as a result of operations caused by "Double

Shift" the enemy was forced to delay any planned assaults from the west

2 and southwest of Tay Ninh. This is especially significant in view of

the fact that Tay Ninh had been mentioned as an ideal site for the cap-

ital of the newly formed Communist Provisional Revolutionary Government.

A victory for the enemy in this area would have had an enormous propaganda

effect. It also may have been a logical first step for future attacks

on Saigon.

Despite the increased tempo of operations caused by "Double Shift"

" the overall level of enemy activity decreased during the month in the

Giant Slingshot area of operations. In July, 230 ene-my were killed In

84 firefights as compared to 350 killed In June in 99 firefights. In

April, previously mentioned as the month of highest activity, 504.

enemy were killed in 147 firefights. USNI casualties dropped from 6

killed and 69 wounaed in April to 0 killed and 21 wounded in July.

Day by day activity in the Giant Slingshot area of operations is

outlined in the following incident narratives-

.%1 Four units of TIE 194.9.5.1 (Tay Ninh Patrol Unit) during the early"-"-""

morning hours of 6 July set a waterborne ambush on the Van Co Nrg River - "

.A
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four miles west aouthwest of Tay INinh (XT 1bL3 4j58 ). Ln-e of the two PBR'SL

observed 5 VC with full field packs noving along the north bank. After

taking then unider fire at a range of fifty feet, the PER broke ambush

keeping the area under fire luntil the arrival of the Mo'nitor and the

I Zippo ten minutes later to pit In a strike. In addition, U. S. artil-

lery was called in to provide blocking rounds 600 meters be~hind the

contact area. Daeny~ casualties were listed as 5 VC probably killed.

There were no friendly casualties.

At approximately 2100 on 7 July, two PER's of TUJ 19h.9.1 (Lower

* I Van Co Dong Patrol Unit) sighted 3 VC on the bank of the Van Co Dong

* 4
I ~three miles northwest of Ben Luc (XS 598 773) and took them mnder fire.

A sweep was not made by recan. personnel due to known booby traps in the

Area, however, the three VC were considered probable kills. No friendly

casualties were sustained.

Ons 9 July, in another night operation on the'Vam Co Doing, four

RAID 70 units inserted, supported and extracted 67 U. S. "n~ troops

seven miles southeast of Ben Luc (XS 6E7 665/701 688). The troops

made light contact killing 3 VC while sustaining no friendly personnel

casualties. Cite RIDAJ craft received slight damage when hit by AK-47

rifle fire from the opposite bank.

4 On the night of 11 July, on the 'rIeft River" of the Giant Slingshot

Campaign, the Van Co Tay, an ASPB of the UJpper Van Co Tay Patrol Unit

experienced an underwater explosion as it left an ambush position, but

it was undamaged. Either a mining effort or swirnmer-enplaced charge

* wad suspected, and it was the first such incident in the 194.9.6 area

C 1FM1A5 O~til1
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o•f operations in two months. The incident occurred eight miles north- -
,*'. west of Tuyen Nhoa (IS 194 892). There were no casualties. . ..-. 2

1* (ih the Vain Co Dong River four miles southwest of Tay Ninh City

(IT 180 t14), four TE 194.9.5.1 units in watertonre guard poets sighted

-"! six enen personnel approaching the cover boat and two approaching the

lead boat at about 2100 on the night of 11 July. They were immediately

, taken under fire by the FfR's, and tres were now to fall. During the

succeeding firing rum, units received light automatic weapons fire

from the north bank. After an additional firing rm, artillery sup-

port was called in from 753 Stoneman and placed on both banks. Eael.

casualties were 3 NVA killed by body count and 2 NVA probably killed.

- There were no friendly casualties.

In the early evening on 13 July, two Seavolves from HAL-3, Detach- "

.nt 14 at Ben Luc were scrambled to aid Arz units supported by TU 194.9.3

"(Middle Van Co Dong Patrol Units) two miles northwest of iiep Hoa

(xT 416 101). The Seaveolves placed multiple rocket and machine gun strik• s
-' i which were reported by ground troops in the area to haye killed 4 VC.

Two ASPB's of RAfD 70 were underway during the afternoon of 14 July

-, in order to recca an area for a possible veapone cache. 'While on the

"Rach Doi Ma, five miles southwest of Ben Luc (IS 671 691), 12 aeo" par-

sonnel were sighted and the ASPB's opened fire killing three aid wovud-

ing one. Is the boats beached to take the wounded man priscdsr, a VNN '

sailor was killed by enei fire. Crews from three additional boats that

bad been dispatched to the scene landed and searched the area finding
•.. ~seven .aditiaaal bodios, one of which ifte female. The prisoner turned-.•."I6

- •Y~j~jf L 6 "" "
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OUiL to be an 11VA soldier of the enert's 306th Battalion who said Uis

unit was supoposed to attack Saigon so=n. In addition to the prisoner,

two AX's, 1 Y1~-6, I U. S. rifle grenade, food, docuzments, medical

supplies, and some electronic gear (re~air msanuals, tool-, supplies)

were capturedi.

A VBR, ASPB, and two ATC's of TE 194.9.5.1 In the early afternoon

of19 July with troops enbarkesi were am a recon and bunker destruction

mission on the upper reaches of the Van Co Dong River. kVhile on the

Rach Lo Go, sixteen miles northwest of Thy NWinb City (ViT 96.5 585),

they received two B-4~0 rockets and autncatic wieapons fire fromu the west

bank. The boats returned fire, cleared the'area, and requested Sea-

I ~wolves Airr'raft from HAL-3 to lay in an air strike. Detachment 7 from

21 Tay Ninh arrived can the scene placing a strike in the contact area and

on suspected evacuation routes, receiv!=g automatic weapons fire in the

process. Blocking fire was provided by artillery -ard an Ar7V Belo Fire

Team relieved the Seawolves, w.ho returne-d after refueling to place an

additional strike. Menem casnalties were placed at 3 VC killed by body

count, butskers destroyed, and 1 sanpvn smik. Friendly forces suffered

no personnel casualties while one boat ims damaged as the ASIM received-

I a two foot square hole in her outer superatructure from a rocket hit.

4 ~The following day in another recon =d1 bunker destruction mission,

26 bunkers, numerous. spiuder holes, and five sampans were destroyed by

-~ units of TUl 194.9.5 (Upper Vam Co Dong Pafrol Units) in cooperation with

-I -5one platoon of Vil Field Force Police and a U. S. Army Hunter Killer Team.

The first part of the operation took plate about 15 miles northwest of

-~ 7
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Ta. 1!3nh C'.ty (XT 035 50!) ilhile the re.maInder occurred approximately

four miles north OUT 9783 57?) ifhere ap ene.-V stozraf~e conplex was lo-

cated * The complex showed sigyic of recent activity and consisted of

ten roofed bootches, tuo sampans and some trails head ing from the r

northwest. The hootches and sampans were destroyed. Dur-ing the mission

a Douche Boat and explosives were employed to destroy all bunkers as

completely as possible.

At 0800 on the 24~th of JTuly, Seawolves from Ben Luc were called

upon to support U. S. AnrV and units of TU 151i.9.3 in contact with

j ~the enemy three miles northwest of Hiep Hoa (xT 41io 098). Coordinated

by an Army observation aircraft, the Seawolves: placed rocket and rachine

A gun strikes in the contact area, rearmed at Thic IHoa and then returned

I to expend. Both the Army aircraft and the Seavolves received auetomatic

weapons fire. MieV. casualties were listed as 6 VC probably killed.

At about 2130 on 23 July, just after passing Hiep Hoa and while

Irunning south, four PBR's of TU 191A.9.3 %7ere a-tushed as the VC initi-

ated contact with one B-40 round and automatic weapons fire (XT 445 055).

The rocket fired from the east bank detonated in the bow of the cover

* t boat and slightly wounded the forward gunner. In addition, the same

boat was hit by autormtic weapons fire from the west bank. The lead

boat received numerous hits on the starboard side and was sprayed by

* shrapnel from a B-40 round that impacted close aboard wounding the

I patrol officer and 1.1-60 gunner. The patrol returned fire, cleared the

area to the south, and called in artillery. Following the irtillerY strike

[ another firing run was made and upon clearing a red and green flare was

I ~ Y1IIWIAL
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amountedl to three !7jSt! wounded and th-o 721:111s damaged. '_ýe.-v rasualties

were vnamoiei.

In the early evening of 27 July, on the Van Co Tay ffor .miles north-
• west of T~yen Xho (XS 361 800), two •-2c.•'s of TU 1,c.4 ('!'-dde ian Co.

Tay Patrol Unit) were investigating a report of camouflaged sa•.pens and

j a possible cache site spotted by a USIT FAC (Forward Air Control) air-

craft when they sighted a person trylng to hide in the bushes and evade.

Upon further investigation, four other .rsons were seen in the area.

Two more ASPB's were scrambled with a squad of rF 1PF's vho swept the

heavily booby trapped area with negative results. The following day, L.

a sweep by a squad of CIDG personnel resulted in the capture of 5WO

kilos of rice, h rifle grenades, h Chicom zero time hand grenades, and

16 sanpans. The sampans were turned oeer to the Special Fork for

"- •their own use.

* Two V1G RAID units from TU 194.9.5 with one RF PF platoon eriarked

were proceeding north on the Vam Co Daf. in the early hours of 29 July

for an insertion at a VC position repc-rted by intelligence when they were I

ambushed fron both banks four miles northwest of Go Dau 1a (XT 31-2 276).

The boats received automatic weapons and ssAl. arms fire in addition to

a B-40 rocket which detonated on the =ort side of the CCB bT-,ediately

killing the V..." boat captain and a petty officer. The port .50 caliber

machine gunner, coxswain, and the Z!S: advIsor also sustained inj--ies

and one RF trocper was missing in acticn. After ret'-rning fire, the

two boats cleared; three rockets of the ten fired by the eneV' hUt the

CCB. Both "*avy and Antr helos were called in to -mke firing runs a L
assist in the unsuccessful search fcr the hissing RF. Ee-.r casualties

were unknowm. ....i1..-I
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Barrier reef Campaign ONFBETIA
The Barrier Reef Campaign, which is part of the larger ?order

Taterdiction Cperation, stretches west from Tuyen -7hon along the La

Grange, Ong Lang, and Dong Tien Canals and includes the upper reaches of

the M~ekong and Bassac Rivers, Chau Doc-Tan Chau Cana's and Cali Cai, Canal.

EnenV' activity in this area was light during July as onvly two hostile

fire Incidents were recorded; wenem casualties were listed at 15

killed (13 by body count, 2 estimated) and two wounded, and there

were no U. S. casualties. Tactics employed were normal patrols,-

nighttime waterborne ambdushes, transportation and support of friendyi

troops, and H and I fire.

Operations or. Rach Cai Cai which begun 20 June %ben 6 PBR's were airlifted

for adistance of 1lmidles from the Upper Mekong to aCIDG camp on the

Cai Cai canal were terminated on 21 July when the PBR's assigned wereI again airlifted by CH-%h SIkrcrane Helo to the 115 JM.NTGS CCUNTY

(1-ST 8146) near Tan Chau (OZ 31h 950),. The operation was evaluated to

have achieved its original objectives in that there was an increase

I ~in local habitation and no kniown enemy' Infiltration during the period.

4 Psyops activity, with the exception of broadcasts, achieved a warm

I., response from the bank population.

A significant Incident in the area of operations occurred shortly

*before noon on 27 July when a friendly outpost just south of the Cam-

bodia/South Vietnam Border on the Upper Mekong River (Ur 203 058)

observed a Vietnamese ATC flying the government flag proceeding up

the river at top speed. As the boat approached the border, the outpost

C I 14~ TJ AtL
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fired several warning shots, but the ATC failed to respond and continued

north. At the border (VT 210 065), the boat struck its colors and hoisted

a white flag. Proceeding across the border, the ATC was net and inter-

cepted by a Cambodian gunboat. A subsequent investigation revealed that

the V,. ATC 1244 trith seven personnel aboard had completed an overhaul

at Dong Tam and was enroute to its parent unit at Chung Thien. The

location of the boat had not been known until it was identified as the

.-. boat that had voluntarily crossed into Cambodia. The intentions and

the current status of the seven man crew are not known.* ] Cn the morning of 9 July, four PBR's of TU 194.4.7 transported 120 RF/PF

troops with a U. S. Army advisor from Hong Nhu to a point north of Tan

Chau (13 280 948). After insertion, the troops swept to the northwest

while the PBR~s formed a blockade on the Mekong River. The troops were

extracted at 1300 after making only light contact with the enemy.

i There -ere no friendly casualties. Eemy casualties were 2 killed, l1-

VC detained, and 1 SKS rifle captured. All enenm casualties were the

results of ground troop action.

later on the same day, one-half mile south of the Cambodian border

on the Rach Cai Cai (0T 547 092), PBR's on routine patrol observed two

men in a sampan and four more on the west bank of the river. As the PMR's

approached, one of the men jumped from the sampan and joined the others

on the bank, and then the five evaded into the treeline. The PBR's de-

tained the man in the sampan, and then sealed off the area and placed

ho =a fire into the treeline. A CIDG reaction team was brought in to

search the area and captured tuo wounded men. The wounded said that

two of the other men who had escaped were also wounded by the .ER's fire.

II
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." +-'• Tran Hunwg Dao CaMpign

" • ~A relatkvely quiet atmosphere prevailed throughout the Tran Hung

• •Dac; operational area in July. Although there were several Incidents:

ii oca the riach Giang Thanh, the majority of eneny activity continued to :

occur along the Vinh Te Canal. Hear the end of the moth, there were

S~increased intelligence reports that the eneny was enlarging his efforts

týinfiltrate men, munitions, and supplies across the Rach Giang Thanh

il ~ ~into the Tran Forest and across the Vinh Te Canal into the Seven Houn- IL ,

S] ~~tai-us regicn. Reacting to the reports, the UScS HUMTEMDi COMM• (IST

S- -*:. .

|•'" J 36) TU 116.3 with PBR River Division 591 (TU 116.3) embarked changed

S!• operation control on 24 July to CTG 194.4 the Barrier Commander,

"• ~stationed aboard the YRM, 16 moored near Chau Doc on the Upper Bassaa

-'-'" • Prvet and became TU 194.4.9 and 194.4.6 respectively. River Division

• -. -4-

S57,1 was assigned to carry ost patrols en the Tri Ton and Vinh Te Canals,

Dand River Divisicn 515, which was assigned operations In Barrier Reef,

Socaugrnated the Vinh Te Canal patrols. One TF 117 monitor was assigned

- 1 to supplement the USNi and lN forces along the Rach Giang Th a.
Sj Allied patrols in the last days of the nCth appeared to verify

the intelligence informaticn as they reported an increase in the num-jber of incidents especially in the corridors along the Vinh Te Canal

Iei ing to Base Area 400. In on the , USNi and VNI'i forces
accoented for thirty VC killed (24 probable), 2 VC wounded, asd I VC

captured. There were two U. S. sailors killed in comparisr o to six-

teen USV. and VIM wounded the previous month. The number of hostile

fire incidents increased from 29 in June to 34 in July (29 by Helo

and OV-10).

16
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There were several significant shifts of operating forces that pro-

ceeded those iiich occurred at the end of the umnth. On 2 July, one MSR

(Mine Sweep River) and two M.S's (Mi•ne Sve Drone) of ca-t]:zIV 113

j "} detachment "B" arrived at the TRBM 16. The following day, the mine;

sweeping craft (designated TE 194.4.7.1) commenced runs on the Vinh

-~-Z

"• Te Canal and the Upper Bassac. Dependin upon the water level of the

' "Vinh Te Canal, *the units made daily swep as far south as Tinh

S~to carry out last minute preparations for their transit from Chau Doe

Sto Rach Sol. Folowing approLiately two weeks of upkeep, -G h3/hh

Toperations at P aulo Obi.

* cee" dePAID 72 which arrived at Chau Doe at the end of June was assigned

to carry out operations from' th h Gia (1 s 81e 612) along the Vinh TeTe Canal to Chau Doc th 9 July. eWorking with t eo Raider platoes of the

Fourth Coastal Zone and oths r allied d its, the new f Rot was quickn l

put to use in the Tran Hung Dao Campaign. t

- to Eac s in nighttime waterborne ambushpositien 18 piles southw/st

.. . - , -

lof Chau Doc (VS 910 641) on h July sighted 20 to 25 dC approaching the

" south bank of the canal. When the enecv was taken under fire, they

"evaded behind the dike walls. Seawolves were scrambled and illuminated

the area. During ane illumination run, the helos came vnder automtic

"weapons fire which they returned and suppressed. A sweep of the area

at first light revealed two dead VC. The arbush had been set in response "

17 C 0tn QFM.1
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to Intelligence received from U. S. Special Forces advisors at Ba boai

wto indicated that many VC would exf;ltrate to Cambodia through the

area-. A total of three ambushes had been set in the general area.

On the morning of 6 July, a routine PBR patrol was hailed by a

" captain 16 miles southwest of Chau Doc (VS 923 6E0) who indicated

that approximately 300 KK-K troops (an independent Vietnamese fighting

force) desired to cross from Cambodia and Chieu Hoi. The PBR's effected

coordination with ARVN elements to allow safe passage. By 1930 that

S?-y, a total of 194 persons with 127 weapons had returned to the gov-

ernment.

''ile proceeding east during a chain drag minesweep on the morning !

.�1of 8 July, an MED observed two small explosions in the water approximately

Sten feet apart, 100 feet astern of the MSD. The incident took place

ii about six miles southwest of Chau Doc (VS 043 793). There were no dam-

age or casualties and a search of the area produced negative results.

I VI Coastal Group 41 junks were ambushed by an estimated enenm

n•can on the evening of 9 July seven miles'northast of Ha Tien on the

4zzach Giang Thanh. Upon receiving the enenq rounds, the VN sailors

.1 bebached their junks and laid dom a blanket of maching gun and gre-

nade fire that suppressed the enen, attack. There were no friendly

casualties, and enezV casualties were unknown.

0 7Seawolves on a familiarization patrol were diverted to place strikes

in support of Vietnamese Special Forces in contact with the enenq? on the

night of 17 July, 16 miles northeast of Ha Tien (VS 655 633). While

anacing their strikes, the helos came under heavy ground fire which

j:, ., .
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they suppressed. There vere no U. S. casualties, and the ground forces

reported two VC killed by the Seawolves' fire.

An ATC of RAID 72 was preparing to extract PF trocps from a night

waterborne guardpost in the vicinity cf a well documented infiltration -

route on 22 July three miles southwest of Than Doc on the Vinh Te Canal

(US 081 818) when a mine exploded apprcximately six feet from the bow.*

The immediate area was swept, but there were negative results. This

is the ninth mining incident reported in the general area south of

r Chau Doe.
SRAID 72 units in waterborne guardpost approximately five miles

southwest of Chau Doc on 23 July (IS M3 80h) detected an estimated

I 200 VC about 800 meters inland with their Night Cbservation Device

(NOD). The VNN took the VC under fire and cleared to the east.

3 Artillery was requested, and the fir-st round was on deck within

twenty minutes. There were no friendly casualties as the eneMn --

failed to return fire, and the effects of the friendly fire was

In another mining 5ncident, units of RAID 72 were returning to

Chau Dec from a patrol on the Vinh Te Canal on the morning of 29

July when a command detonated mine exploded approximately three

meters in front of an ASPB (NS 090 822) lifting the bow out of the

water but causing negligible damage. T'he possible detonating site

was fired upon but negative results were achieved. In a sweep of

the area, the VIIN and embarked RF troo.s found two hundred meters

4 of wire buried on the north bank leading to the water. Two suspects

were detained and turned over to 1IILO Chau Doc for interrogation.

19i*
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Yarket Time Raider Campaian

River incursions by Third and Fourth Coastal Zone "Swift" boats

Scontinued to strike at eneirV base areas along rivers and canals of the

III and IV Corps area. Over 60 separate missions in support of Cper-.

ation SEA LORDS and Sea Float were conducted employing from two to

I ten PCF'S supported by helicopters CV-10 and OH-6A aircraft, and

I USCGC 'JPB's. Ground forces assisting in these operations were Under

1 Water Demolition Teams, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Teans, SEALS, -RU's,

RF/PF troops, and ARVU soldiers. het•e opposition was greater than

during June as 39 incidents of hostile fire were encountered (more

Sthan double last month), and these were suppressed on all occasios.-

Eight POF's were damaged in these firefights,and friendly casualties >-

were 19 U. S. sailors and 1 Vietnamese sailor wounded.

Ene.oy material losses for July were 163 craft destroyed and 171

structures destroyed. Another 31 craft and 19h structures were heavily .

danzaged. There were 19 Viet CGng killed (13 body count, 6 probable) ..-

by the naval gunfire of "Swift" boats. Although the operation contin-

" ued to achieve the maximum damage in known enenq base areas and secret

4$ zones, the primary emp.hasis continued on pacification of the Ca Mau

*Feninsula under Operation Sea Floatt 1Iran Hung Dao III.

On 1 July, five "Swift" boats with 50 RF troops from H!ai Yen and

-Underwater Demolition Team 13 -et Golf embarked conducted SEA LORDS
tmission 558, a sweep of an area where a Hoi Chanh from the Sea Float

I1ATSB had reported a rice cache. The POF'V inserted the troops about :
three miles northeast of Sea Float (%IQ 140 652) and shortly thereafter

UPR~III A L 20
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located the rice cache consisting of 1hj bags, 100 pounds each of rice.

A second cache was found in a bin 100 meters away and contained an es-

tinated 2,000 poands of rice. The rice and structures were destroyed

- by burning, and then the troops were extracted and returned to the

[MASTB. Results of the operation were eight bunkers, six structures,

two sampans, and approximately 31500 pounds of rice destroyed. Five

pounds of documents were captured and turned over to the Naval Intelli-

gence Liaison Officer (WILO) at Nam Can for analysis. There were no

friendly casualties, and enemy casualties are unknowm.

SEA LOADS mission 415 was conducted on the night of 4 July when

PCF 59 inserted 20 PRU troops along the Co Chien River about 34 miles

southeast of Sa Dec (XS 379 172) and provided gunfire support. The

troops were extracted six hours later having killed seven Viet C-ng

and capturing seven more. In addition, a large quantity of documents,

* t;o Russian-made rifles, one with grenade and lauficher, and materials

for Claymore mines were captured.

I'- - Iuarket Time Raiders conducted SEA LORDS mission 564 on 4 July along

the Song Ong Doc and Song' Dmg Cung (VQ 810 986 to VQ 848 927) about 22

miles northwest of New Nam Can. Five PCF's with RF troops from Song

. ng Doc and UDT 13 DET Golf were underway at 0730 and inserted troops

along the Song Ong Doc (VQ 810 986) where they started sweeping to the

SCsoutheast. nF 3 snapped a port shaft while extracting from the beach

and w'as directed to proceed to An Thoi for repairs. The "Swift" boats

"laid d&.n heavy prep fire on the banks of the river to drive the VC into

the RF troops sweeping down from the north; however, eneny resistance

-~~~ ~21 C~4~~A
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was not encountered by the PICFts. A squad size VC unit later took the

RP troops under fire as they sue.kt. ca to a village. ',o friendly casu-

alties were sustained while three W~' were killed (bodiy count). The

r0' took VC structures and suppcrt- facilities on the north bank under

destructive fire and destroyed LO0 sa.-4ns and 21 'bunkers. The rJDT teama-

discovered another small village an captured 1 German I~lauser rifle,

1 U. S. grenade, 1 sa'llpan motor, tu.o. sewing machines, and 50 poun's of

rice and destroyed 10 sampans, 1,000 pounds of rice, apd 100 pounds of

shrimp. They also captured 10 %ater mines, 2 VC flags, and 1 pound of . --

documents which were turned over to NILO) Nam Can. There were no friendly -

casualties in this day long operation. -

At 2300 on 7July,CF's 27, 35, and3 with SEALTeam, DETGolf

embarked departed Sea Float with the objective of capturing a Viet

Cong tax extortionist. The SEAlS were inserted about 10 kilometers

east northeast of Sea Float M~ 092 712) and searbhed a hootch about .

Inear a stucthreblee to be the ta tto.Te muhwsbo

j ken at 0630 without contact being established. The operation netted

I five kilos of documents, 2 grenadies, 2 60mm mortar warheads, 2 firing
.4 I ~devices, and 2£ pounds of anmmunition. There were no friendly casualties.

Itarket Time Raiders conducted SEA LORDS mission 580 on 14~ July

when five "Swift" boats with B? troops from Song Ong Doc and =D 13 9

ME. Golf embarked -~ade a ground s-weep of the Song Dong Cung area

(VQ 880 9h14) about 18 miles northwest of New Nam Can. After patrol-

-1 ~ling about two miles to the west, the troops discovered two ajyn caches.

J 22
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and a rdne factory containing several odd rounds of varying type

small a=us ammo, mine casings, shrapnel metal, 435 hand grenades

of U. S., Chicom, and VC origin, and 11 land mines and 5 wate rI

mines. Th.ile taking targets of opportunity under fire during the

mission, the PCF's received B-40 rockets and small arms fire which

they quickly suppressed. The LOl providing cover for the operation

developed a tail rotor problem and was forced to land on the bank

of the Song Dcng Cutg. The "Swift" boats and the URD established a

security perimeter, and a skyhook was requested for lift out; how-

ever, the crew was able to make on-scene repairs and were able to

take off under their own power. The troops were then extractedIt
and returned to Song Ong Doc. (te RF troop received a minor wound

while enemy casualties are unknown. The operation resulted U,1 nine

; •watercraft and 38 structures destroyed. In addition, 1,500 pounds t

of rice, 400 pounds of salt, and most of the ammo *caches were destroyed.

A SEA LORDS mission was conducted by Harket Time Raiders on 17

July against an enemy weapons facility reported to be about five miles

east of the Sea Float NIATSB ('. 087 6h5). PCF's 56, 22, 27, 50, and

72 with RF troops from I.Uai Yen and UDT 13 DET Golf entered the Rach -2'

Buong to conduct a sweep of the area and encountered a large wooden-

stake barricade erected across the river. Concurrently, several minei

explosions and ene-V• small arns fire caused a te-0orary halt to the

operation. Seawolves placed an air strike, and .CF s mortared the

"area. One large structure, 60 by 100 feet long, and several smaller

structures, all camouflaged, were taken under fire by the Seawolves.

23
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"An armed VC patrol was spotted by the C4I-6, and an air strike was called

in resulting in several secondary explosions. The troops were then ex-

tracted, and all units exited the river without further incident. In

addition to the barricade, 11 structures, 1 bunker, and 1 sampan uere

destroyed along vith 12 claymore mines. There were no friendly casual-

ties. The District Senior Advisor from New Nam Can reported that the

air strikes for this operation resulted in 30 Viet Cong killed and 60

Viet Ccng wounded.

* Early in the morning of 20 July, the PT CCIFC1M (USCG 1:PB) and PT

CYPRESS (USCG .. B) conducted a SEA LORDS mission near the mouth of the

Co Chien Piver (XR 790 865) with Seawolves providing cover. Skimmers

from the I.PB were inserted along the coast and encountered numerous sam-

pans, structures, and bunkers which were taken under fire. In less than

"two hours, 27 sanpans, 10 of which had long shaft motors, 600 pounds

of rice, and one medium sized junk with a diesel engine were destroyed

Two of the sampans destroyed were loaded with boxes. In addition, 15

structures were heavily damaged. There were no friendly casualties,

and enerW casualties are unknown. --

SCh 21 July, five PCF's with RF troops from Song Cng Doc and ?MT 13

DET Golf embarked entered the Song Dong Cung, proceeded through two riv-

er barricades, and inserted the troops about 19 miles northwest of 11- I-:v.
NmCan while Seawolves provided air cover. 11hile the troops conducted

their sweep, the PCP's destroyed three tax extortion stations and two

hundred pounds of salt found in a structure on the north bank. At the

northernmost point of the sweep, the RF troops fotund several scattered

"structures, a small rice cache and received and suppressed small

f 9 A t* 2
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arms fire. The remainder of the oneration proved uneventful., and the

tropsve-e extracted. Durinr the exit, a few rounds of smal.l ar.-:

fire ivere received causing no casuaOlties. Destroyed were 500 pounds

of rice, three hand grenades, ten strnuctures, and several rounds of

I assorted -lauser and carbine a~wamiticzi while six structures were

Idamag-ed. There were no friendly casualties, and enemyr casualties

I ~are unkonsn.

I ~On 2.July, the PT GREY and PT CYPESS coniducted operaticns at the

mouth of the Co Chi en YPdiver about 10 r.l.es southeast of Thanh Phu] XP77.65). Both skinner units were inserted along the beach and en-

counterea mauny sampans and structures which were taken under fire

while al=c spotting for the UPB's. Two sampans, one heavily laden

with rice., were destroyed and 18 heavily damaged .and two secondary

fires wm-e ignited. There were no friendly casualties.

Ont2e afternoon of 30 July, PCF's 25, 95, and 100 with III AF

TACP ljnjt TI troops erbarked entered the Rach Be Lon (xR 728 880) Z

taking t-rG-ets of opportunity under fire. After proceeding about

three m2sup the river, the landing party was put ashor~e to des-

troy bnrsin tbe area. later the 'PCF's entered the Rqach Cai Etat

and destzroyed sarmpans prior to beaching- and putting the landing party

ashore at a Viet Cong village to destroy structures, bunkers, and

rice and attempt to capture and interrogate somre villagers. Then

the villa~ers could not be found, the troops were extracted, and

the PCF's ex-ited the canal. The a~ternoon oneratimi netted 21

j structurfes, 13 bunkers, and 26 sa-.pans (three -with motors) destroyed

* R5
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and 25 structures and 24 bmkers heavily damaged. In addition, 1700

kilos of rice and 10) kilos of sugar were destroyed. There were no

friendly casualties, and ene casualties are unknom.

On the morning of 31 J'y, PCF's with RF troops embarked conducted

a sweep vest of the Kinh Ba Theo (VQ 688 992) about 1E miles z-rthwest

of New Nan C-n. Uben the rSwift" boats neared the insertion Mpint,

they were ambushed by an estimated two squads of VC. ?CF 27 rmeived

two B-lO rockets causing only minor damage and no personnel casualties.

The fire was quickly suppressed by the PCF's and the Seauf five team. in

The troops were landed on the east bank, and several VC bunkers were

spotted and taken under fire. In addition, the "Swift" boats and Sea-

wolves placed suppressive fire in the area. After sweeping only 100

"meters inland and 1,500 meters along the canal's east bank, the remain-

der of the missioni was cancelled; the troops were reembarked, and the

I "Swift" exited via the Song Cng Doc without further incident. The op-

eration resulted in 12 VC killed (5 body count, 7 probable), mi three
-j

structures destroyed along with one claymore mine and two borL7-trap .'.

grenades. The RF troops captured and retained seven B-hO doie-tube.

rocket launchers, one B-5O single tube launcher, six B-hO rocets, one

B-50 rocket, one SKS Chicc-. carbine, 1,000 rounds of 7. 6 2m a=zc, four

entrenching tools, and four coils of wire used for firing the B-40

rockets. There were no friendly casualties.

S j On the night of 31 ualy, FCF's 46 and 96 inserted SEAl team, DET

Golf, about 9 kilometers northeast of Old Nam Can (WOR 083 7i212 to in-J terdict Viet Cong supply routes on the Cai Nhap Canal based om information

CaA 26 ...--.2
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supplied by the U!ala -Intelience L•i•asn Officer (NIL) at Gld Na'a

"-" ~~and. was t.aken under fire. The SEAIS were then inserted about 300,.-

S~~meters to the south co the west bank of the canal. About an hour • :*

later, me sampan with one VC aboard and three other VC moving ashore I _,

I ui the opposite bank were taken under fire by the SEALs. There were

two VC killed (probable), ne listening post daaged, and one sampan

destroyed. There were no friendly casualties. ""I.
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*AUT TflS RAIDERS/SEA Ur 4 11t"Ih

OPER~ATIONS IN THlE FOURTH COASTAL ZONE

BAS

A. SEA LORDSvssim 558 -1 JuLY
B. SEA ODS lIssiai564 -4JJuLY
C. SEAL OPS -?7JULY

*D. SEA LORDS I2jSsI(M A8 - 17 JULY
IE. SEA LORDS iassiCU 58o - 114 JULY

F. SEA LORDS !ISsZC! 594 - 21 JULY
G. SEA LORDS moimtS~ 612 - 31 JULY
H1. SEAL OPS -31 JUJLY

PON

CG4 a o
BAEI3

I2



-
-.- .. - -

77

141

4 t4

F IE 
IIo o
00 r4 .40

o+ .0 0a A

0.0

0 4

0 0 0
*0 ;; 0 F0 00 00 g

-.0 t

0

000 C3u 0-3 0 00 00-

(44

C.2 3 -



-r .-.t- .in~. a cr p a -. cr

- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ . 0". a.---.~4..,.4-~
4

.4~4. *4 *~ 4~- -,4.
4

---- 4
4

4.5 .{4P 
.- 4 

I4
I44aaa . .

ok~ Co .. a

-(9

-d Q a4

00 40 1. Uwc

cr~

tom .- ~ s.- 00 aaa ow - .. Ps.~

~ ~j..a ~'- f31 J ~r



A'A

-. t

II.. t.

17F1



i;O J~iTfALt
=OSTAL SURVEILAC FORCE SUI4Wa ["during the .of I

; responsibilty in the Game Wmrdw area of operations in the iassea and

Co ChiLen Rivers from 1-7 July and 26-31 July. There were over 1,5W ' .- "

detections,O 561 inspections and 59 boardigs of watereraft :in tin riven• ::

surveillance =Aite detected 122,119 craft in their patrol areas along

the coast and in tbe harbor* of South Vietnam. Oft the 10th and I Ith ..

of July most units of patrol a-eas 1,2, and 3 of I CTZ were off-statton :

evadilng typhoon TomJ• I tot•l of 37,518 craft were inspected and another :" '

13,741 were boarded. As a result of these checks, 245 craft and 1,4

"! ~~persons were detained for violation of restricted areas, possession of :-:

. .. -- -

S~~~contrabard, Improper pomona3, or cr'aft papers , and other suspicious ''-

"activities. There were also 26 Viet Cong suspects detai-e

SEneV Initiated activity remained at a relativly]A l wow l during

S~July as was the case wben June ended. The eneVy for-cc normally'.-

! ~operating In the coata region@ avoided contact and were believed to """

] ~have pulled back into mountain base are"l for rest, replacement of :

personnel, end logistics supply. Ther" were no known infiltration

I attempts of men or suples by sea during the month, Task Force 115 "

S• ua$ 3 continued to pr e naval gafl and blocking patrols in support :""

of frienly ground operation cons dg the coast and In the rioer oc
During Juth two Javy .wnre kitied and ton wounded hitle eaeu , patol

loss il to the navl gunfire of Market oe units cat e to 57 aonfirmed

koilled R6i probably killed, and aei3 1 Juu.T ee and IoI cptr1,5

Dm5craded at 3 rear interalos i 2 s l
Declassified after 12 years 33 c t hi r ae l

j fJl ms nt o arlara ,,.n fI T eeof-tto

* I evading.t.hoon.Tess..A.ttal of.-7,518-raft were inspctedoa-doa°o"

• ." ";." ¢ " ;- "',"3"7"" were """." " bordd As" a resul of these-'-"-' check•;•., •`245 craft° and` .1``l`•
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pe etn a 99,wt hefloin eutsbigatand
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on th ulowrC a ennua(hs operations arbeShf seeued dhiscussed inde

Seq ALre nithe delyettached Pc to Task Force 115 contnue r euighe o eperati-

duing to my howadeier, contc with TUYhe enmy wso ofitht. N ast

provide blocking., interdiction, said troop lift forces in the event of

lare scale enW7~ movement in the northern and northeasterrn Third

MekngandBas"Rivers pritdthe shift of additional CT? 116

unis ntoth uperVan CO Dong and ikgnRivers.
4. On 31 July Captain John J- ShrAbn*hn Jr., USH 472773/110

* reievd CE Rihar ENicholson, USNI, 513178/1100 as Comander

Gostl n fltfJ one and Commander Cosa Sureil3lime Force 115 (TF 115)
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V Weather vas generally excellent during July except on 10 sud 33L

A' A

July when Typhoon Tess forced units in patrol areas 1, 2 and 3 off-station.
"Detections in the First Coastal Zone came to 23,191 in July. (ThIs does

"not include the total detections by the VM 1 PsFe assiJned to the F:rst

Coastal Zone) Of these, 9,987 were inspected and 6,629 were boarded,

-' resulting in t2e detention of 39 craft and 788 personnel. In general

adherence to fishing and transit of restricted areas by indigenous craft

continued to improve. On 4 July Yabuta junks of Coastal Group 21 assumed

patrol responsibility of area 3E from CR 120500 to CR 165350.

First Coastal 3one patrols carried out 178 naval gunfire support

1 missions during July. Early on the morning of 3 July PCFs 69 and 99 were
- S

I- conducting a predawn Sea Tiger patrol of the Truong Giang River under

silent running conditions when a sampan with two occupants was sighted

crossing west to east about 18 miles southeast of Da Nang (BT 174513).

* The sampan was taken under fire at a range of 175 yards and upon i-spect--

ing the debri several hats vore spotted along with freshly cooked rice,

tabacco and clothes. Two other unoccupied sampans were destroyed in thei

adjacent area. There were two Viet Cong probably killed and no friendly

* casualties.

On 3 July while on routine Market Time prtrol PCF 55 was directed to

_ investigate a douned aircraft about 45 miles southeast of Da Nang (BT

452170). The wreckage was located at the reported position and was

• --. iidentified as a UH-fl{ helicopter tail No. 17694 and iimediately sent

S"- Divers on board the PCF over the side in an att'empt to recover the

. ]bodies trapped in the wreckage. A floating body spotted by an Arpy

42 37 "-
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a booby trap vas detonated. Subsequontly the perimeter vas established

by Coastal Group 14 (CG-U) landing Foree/Underwater Dmolition Team 13,

Detachment H (UDT 123, Det R), and Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team 70

(HOD Team 70). as the force moved toward the site to Implant the sensor

"* string, 9 VC wre sighted and takin under fire which resulted in eight

VC killed (6 body count, 2 probably). Friendly casmalties vere one

killed and four wounded from the VAT-3 B? Company when the booby trap

detonated. Due to the area being heavily bunkered and fortified only

one Aqua Buoy was Implanted pri• r to extraction of the landing party.

On 25 July Harket Time units conducted a Sea Tiger mission to

implant a sensor string about 17 miles southeast of Da Nang (BT 3.90563)o

* fPrior to insertion of the Duffe Beg Team and supporting inits the area

was prepped with napalm, 500 pouds bombs, and strafing rtns delivered

j by A-4 airmcft. FCFs 15 and 65 provided 8•m mortar and 50 caliber

machine gunfire support. Five T. were taken under fire by UH-lB

helicopter gunships with unknoim results. Coastal Group U4 and RF/PF

troops from H&T-3 Det H surveyed the area and destroyed bunkers. The

Duffle Bag Teem successfully implanted one set of various type sensors.

1 Following extraction of the ground forces the POFe and helo gunships

made firing runs along the area of operation. The following were

destroyed in this. combined operations Eight large bunker complexes#,
four large structures, 12 fish nets, an ammo cache consisting of 10•m-

and 153= projectiles were destroyed and one 14-1 carbine, two homerade
hand grenades, light fishing nets, one AId and 30 pounds of rice were

captured. In addition four large secondary explosions were observed.

39
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.here were no friendly camalties and enemy c•sM•,tis Vsm MlkO•.

Operation Bold Pursuit which commenced on 27 -une 1969 was terminated

on 6 July. This combined Amphibious operation was ccmposed of Naval

Amphibious Ready Group/Special landing Force Alfa, U. S. Jaerical

Division, IMN Regional Forces/Popular Forces Troope, VNN River Assualt

Group 32, U. s. marine Battalion lending Teen 1/26, USS MMIMI (DD 890)t

one WFB and one PCF. The mission was to complete a sweep of Barrier

Island to search for and destroy Viet Cong Local Force and Win Force

[•-."Units, Viet Cong and North Vietnama Ay forces known to be operating In

I'" 1"t.he am. IIthough complete results of the operation are unavailable,

-- the B on three gunfire support missions accounted for 22 structuresdestroyed and another 19 heavily damaged along with five secondary

explosions and one secondary fire, and five Viet Cong killed (bo6y count).
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SECOND COASTAL ZOUE

Adverse weather was rot a factor in the Second Coastal Zone

patrol operation during July as a total of 38,896 watercraft were

detected. A total of 23,578 of these wore inspected and another -.

5,265 were boarded while five craft evaded. There ware 30 craft

"and 135 suspicious personnel detained.I
Naval unfire missions in the Second Coastal Zone were not as

high as the other Coastal Zones, as only 119 missions were con-

ducted durlng July with an insignificant amount of gun damage* - .:. .

"* 4 assessnt reported.

At noon on 16 July PCF 91 observed an F-100 aircraft crash

about two and one half miles east of Tuy Hoa AFB (CQ 2246). The

pilot ejected; however, the parachute failed to open and no

beeper was heard after the crash. While PC? 75 and HHAS BRISBANE.

searched the area PC? 91 ferried divers from Tuy Hoa sAF to the

IJSS hIDGEO- (!KSC 208). After the USS WIDGEO discovered the main

boto of the wreckage with sounding gear, the divers were put into

Sthe water. The fuselage was discovered in several large pieces;

however, the divers were unable to locate the pilot or cockpit

section. At 1200 on 17 July the divers ceased operations and were

returned to Toy Boa APB.

. From 17 July to 30 July PCF 87 acted as mother boat and

co.And ship and provided naval gunfire support for a night ambush

"detachoont and coastal surveillance skiimer operations in the

h uppor ;ai Mon tmrbor and Phuc Ibi peninsula. Three Boston

Whalers ar~-ned by a team from Inshore Undersea Warfare Group I

-otlac.•cnt IUWG-1,Det 3) inserted the team and acted as

CONFIDENrIAL 42
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. secondary waterborne guard post for this pecal operation. The

•.following is a daily sumary of these operations:

- , .* *--

I" "'.•'- 1't7 Ju.ly-. Underway at 172DO0 and returned at 180130. Ta:)erioncedt -

i!. .:• 1IS July- Underway at 182000)H mid returned at 180130H.1 Took oniW"

"sunder fire fro waterborne g uardposto Two Vis t Conp killed (bodyn-"e

S~count) and one sampan captured. •

• ~were captured while attempting to float a hidden sampan. All "

'"" • ~personnel, one male, three fenales were turned over to Naval I•

A"A

Intelligence iLiaison Officer, Qui t hon for interrogation and prc-

20 July- Underway at 202010H and returned at 210300H with pi"e

difegac ltyiv ietict o

S~21 Jul,. No operations scheduled..-
22 July- Underway at 221380H and returned at 221700H baoing de-"

] troyed five large bunker complexes. Underway at 222000H and-

returned at 230530H. Enet taken under fire from waterborne k (od

S~post. Two VC killed, (one BC,one probable), one VC wour~ed, two ..
c2 foot ) ampans destroyed .Captured one AK-47, one HK26 grenad -

F9 two kilos of documents, 10 kilos rice and eight chickens. The •

17

S~two sampans were heavily loaded with cargo.

S23 July- Underway at 2308 0H an d re turned at 2 13011 H. Attempt to

Slocate sampan and cargo sunk• night of 22-23 July unsuccessful.

eLocated two blood trails. Captured one l at French submachine

pesneoemltre eae eetre vr, n !to Naval ::

.• •~~3 C OFI DWMAL",t .or i g a

!S-
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gun and one haversack with personal equipment.

Underway at, 232D3O iman. returned at 24093CR. Four VC wero

ki-€ed(bo.y count), two ,=a=d, and one captured. One aav. n was

destroyed, one saan captued and five kilos of docuasnts captured.

7'hb wounded were taken to *1 Ehon POW hospital after initial

InterrogAtion.I21--Ju3y- Underway it 24200CE and returned at 250530H with negative

25-July- No, operations sebwealede

26Jy- Underway at 26200M and returned at 2705001L One VC was

kM~ld(bodyr count) and five documents captured. Initial readout V
of docunts indicates the VC killed was a Cono Iason Courier.

27-July- Undeiwar at Z7200E and returned at 280730H with negative

contact. oper1ation hamper.! by ROK operations in upper Qui Mf

2,-july- Underway at 282•H and returned at 300630 with negative

- enem contact.

7his special operation netted eight VC killed (body count).,

three VC killed (probable), three VC wounded and five VC

captured. Five bankers an! three sampane were destroyed. Two
Stwent foot ga=pang heamily loaded vith supplies for local VC%

• . u=ite were also destroyed. Two esampans wore captured along with

one AK-4I7? one 9 ncbine gun, two hand grenades, and seven kilos

Iof docnants. Baed on the results of the interrogation of

4--..-.-. 4- .-""----..:..-,....-..
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- " prisoners captured 23 July, the ROK Tiger Division made a sweep

of a Viet Cong base camp whIch resulted in nine eneMy killed and* -- one captured. The documents also revealed that the supplies des-

- troyed on 23 July were en route to units south of Qui Nhon that had

been thort of food for over a month.

On the evening of 24 July, a U.S. Army PE3R 40 from Vung

Tau Bay requested assistance from PCF 64. PBR /0 had detained

three Vietnamese in a sampan who were acting suspicious and had

over 000 piasters in their possession which they were trying to .-...-.

bide. One of the detainees had been caught in June attempting

"to haul something out of the water'which was believed to be a cache, .

but it was not recovered due to the extreme depth of the water.

The sampan, which had a false bottom, was detained in a restricted

z sone. The three detainees were transferred to PCF 64 and the sampan

taken in tow. Eh route to Tuy Hoa the tow line sheared and the

sampan flooded and sank. After a thorough search the PC? was unable

to recover the sazpan or arq floatea. The detainees were turned :"-.-"- -"

over to the Tay Hoe Sector representative for disposition.

Esrly on the morning of 25 July, the PT (IIP2T, PT GLOVER,

. and USCGC KLAMATH (WHEC 66) provided support for special operatioms

by an Arn 173rd Airborne Brigade Team on the Song Lai Giang, about

forty miles north of Qui k)hon (BR 975965). During the Initial I..

"insertion, the WPB'a miall boats were swamped by heavy surf and the

"motors became inoperatie and they were towed seaward and brought
• ; -~. .- -.''
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aboard the PT CRIENT. Shortly after insertion the troops came
-, under heavy ensey fire and requested emergency HM and extraction.

The ena, fir. was quickly suppressed and the troops extracted.

The troops were inserted about one sile fArther north utiliuing

the USCGC KLAHATH's =.-ll boat idth no further contact being made.
Therm were two Viet Cong killed and no friendly casualties. Rmalts

- of the NCFs are unknown,

i 
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OPERATIONS IN THE

SECOND COASTAL ZONE

A. PCF 91-16 July

C. PCF 6•, - ,• ,
G 2 D. Special Ops -25 July
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There were over 1 5'D naval gmfire miassions carried out during
i.:: iTJuly by Third Coastal Zone units, nostly against targets of ompor- ."

tunity, in response to requests fcr naval gunfire support or in

preplanned river and canal incursions. As a result of these .issions,

"114 VC were killed (6 body count and 8 probable). There were 157

jstructures and 128 watercraft destroyed. In addition, 318 structures

I •and 13 watercraft were heavily damaged, and 9 secondary fires were
•ignited.

S:" "Surveillance operations reflected a decrease in indigenous coastal

traffic with 5,287 detections of watercraft. Patrol effectiveness re- I --

.vained high with 2,850 inspections and another 1,307 boardings of de-

tected craft. There was only one incident of evading craft while six

"craft were detained along with 64 personnel.

. On the evening of 3 July, PCF's 53 and 54 responded to an urgent

•- •request from ?SA Long Phu for naval gunfire support on the Bassac Riv-

er abbut 30 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 228 751). The target vas

a VC building complex where approximately 100 Viet Cong were massing

for an attack on a nearby GVI outpost. The PCF's saturated the area

with 81rx mortars, but due to heavy foliage, nr. GDA was observed;

however, the attack on the friendly outpost did not materialize.

Early on the morning of 4 July, PCF:s 53 and 54 provided a coy-

ering and blocking force while 140 PRU's from Long Thu were inserted

• by Coastal Group 36 off a canal along the Bassac .River about 31 nriles

149
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southeast of Can Tho MIR 215 73=) -After proceedin~g about one idle S-

to the southeast, the troops catured three Viet Cong guerrilflas. The

troops were extracted about fo-iiours later without further contact with t~he

enenry. Thbere were no friendly casualties.

* ~O ]L Jaly, the tJSCGC 1MZDLM (M M- 69) scored heavily against the

*eneqy with her five inch guns Bestroying six structures and five water

craft and heavily damaging 214 structures. The gunfire support mission

was requested and spotted by I7 Corps spotter and the target was a

I inoma VC base area about 70 mfl" southeast of Sa Dec (ZR 672 600).
on(k the afternoon of 7 July, PC? 17 observed a junk ablaze near the

mouth of the Bassac: River, 4~3 mfdles southeast of Can Tho (ZR 3168). Up-

on approaching the Junk, a wO,= on the bow was trying to extinguish

the flames wahile three children vere on the stern. Due to the intensity

of the fire, the "Swift" boat vas unable to iienediately extinguish the

I ~fire and proceeded to rescue the people on board. 1'While taking the _

* ~chi)Aren on board, the watnan Jm~zed into the water and started suimming

toward the PC?, but the strong ==rrent dragged her under, and she was

drowned. HC7 was then call=' to the scene, and after an hour and

I a half, the fire was finally erijinguished. The junk was totally consuned

by the fire except for the hunll- The crew stated that the junk appar-

j ently contained a large quantity of gasoline and oil. PCF 17 then towed

the hula cut of the BascRive-where it and the occupants were taken

under tow by an accomp.anying junk.

-: On the afternoon of 21 JuLy, the USCGC TAIJE! (L EC-37) conductedIa gunfire su~pport russion about 26 miles northeast of Old Nam Can
(13Q h7599). Firing at a range --fover 11,000 yards, the five inch guns

49

.4
.



.• GOKF~rlIT--'--.--.

cawIDnwIAL

"of the .-TB accounted for seven Viet Cone killed (probable) and 13 strac-

tures and •zatercraft destroyed. In addition, eight structures and.

*two samipans were dam~ged. fA

Again on 22 July, the TA•ET fired on a VC supply camp and bunker

and storage area about 4~6 miles northeast of Old Nan can WR 50)

The mission w;as requested and spotted by the naval V.nffe support.

advisory team 20 and resulted in seven structures and five craft destroye-

and nine structures heavily damaged. In additicn, there were three POL

and two ammunition secondary explosions.
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CWFI.DNTIALSEA FLOAT/riiAN HUNG DAO III

The current success of operation Sea Float/Tran Hung Da~o 1Il, which

coatwenced on 27 June, indicates it Is life span will not be short.

Market Time units committed to Sea Float operations included eight

PCF's, a SEAL team, and an EQI) team supported by Seawolves,helo, and

OV-10 aircraft. During July more than 70 psyops patrols were conducted .-

utilizing from two to five PCFts. Several airborne psy'ops missions were

conducted in areas irnaecesable to the Swift boats. In addition to the

psyops patrols, "Swifts" conducted waterborne guardpost operations,, in-

serted SEAL's, EOD teams, RF and HSF troops, provided escort service for

1::, logistic craft along the Bo De and Cua Long Rivers and continued Sea Lords

operations in areas adjacent to Sea Float. The PCF's have been ambushed

four out of every five times they go out on patrol. Although the Mobilt~

Adva.nce Tactical Support Base is uwIthin easy range of Viet Cong rockets

and :=all arms fire, it has not been attacked. The reason is not entirely

clear, but it is the deterrent factor is the firepower on Sea Float.

on 16 .July, two anni. pontoons were anchored opposite Sea Float on

the north bank of the Song Cua Long (VQ 992 675) to permit sampans to tie

up and receive the interview portion of the visitors' psyops briefing

thereby eliminating the possibility of a sampan mining the YATSB. On 25

July, PT FOXTRLOr was designated a Sea Float Annex and i3 located six miles

northeast of Seafloat AW 085 710) on the Song Cua Long to continue the

psyops extension.

Although holding off any shooting action, the VC have beftn quick with

A ~~a propaganda campaign against operation Sea Float.* Jusit. about everyday,. .-

51A

V IA



- . ,'..- ..

leaflets are attached to tiny log rafts and dumped upstrta to flort by

* .. -

-; ,.,- '.

the MATSB. Printed in both English and Vietnamese, the leaflets called for

an en' to " U.S. Agressive *Jar" and warned that the Viet Cong would

"Blast the American Navy out of the water ". Banners alo.& the riverbank

in Viet Cong controlled areas have been found and read, = American and

: I. Vietnamese soldiers who come here will die" and " ke ida AmericansO. ii.

" -addition, Hanoi Hannah in her daily radio broadcast on 15 July stated

M-
that Sea Float would be at the bottom of the Song Cua Lon at 172359H

2 July 1969. However, at month's end, Sea Float also had - record day

I with 348 visitors. By month's end, visitors to the annex were start-

ing to give more information on VC extortion activities.

As a result of information received from the visitors, the "Swift F

boats and Seawolves strike the extortion areas often destroying barricades

set up by the VC to stop the flow of traffic on the canar.%. In addition,

harassment and interdiction fire is fired nightly in the eicinity of the

tA TSB into knowm VC base and extortion areas.

"j" : CDR Paul A. Yost, USCG, relieved CDR Charles )L Pluj2r, USN, as

Commander of Sea Float ( CTG 115.7) on 5 July. On 28 -Mytr, CDA T. R.

Emery, USN, the prospective Commander of Sea Float arraved at MAT1=

On 6 July, Sea Float was visited by the Deputy Cords IV Corps,

PSA Ca Mau and DiA Nam Can and discussed pacification an! bank security.

On 10 July, VADM Elmo R. Zu=.walt, iUSN, Commander U.. Naval Forces,

Vietnam and Commodore Tran Van Chon, Chief of Naval Operations, VietnaMese

Navy, visited Sea Float for briefings.

519
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q - the scouts and their families, estimated to be about 200 persons, uidi
A.e housed and fed at Sea Floa-t. As of 30 July, 15 I{CS had been recruited

and reported to Sea Float for training and more are forthcoming in the

immiediate future
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I.ar!ket Time Units

Patrol aircraft detaciLemnts from six Navy patrol squadrons manned

* the ?arket Time Air Barrier Datrols during July. Patrol Squadron SIX

(VW-6) operated out of U-Tapao, Thailand. Detachments fro. VP-2,

-. •VP-4O, VP-9, VP-28, and VP-53 operated from Cam Ranh Bay.

The Vietnamese Navy assumed patrol responsibilities for the Fourth

Coastal Zone on 1 June 19o69, and their statistics are provided under

the VIM portion of the history. Cki 4 July, Yabuta Junks of Coastal

Group 21 commenced patrol of area 3E from CR 120 500 to CR 165 350.

On 6 July, Operation Double Shift was executed where 16 PCF's

were chopped to CTF 116 for employment in the lower Mekong and
Bassac Rivers. Four PCF's were returned to CTF 115 on 25 July and

four more on 26 July.

Y
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The fol:owing, SI;Vi,,*TH -.1eet ships operated in M!arket Tine duriiic

the mcnth of Jul-Y.

Sill? DATES

uss ?Lum: (mso 1464) 1-7

uss GAI.iup (.m 65) 2-12

USS Call-1.ICT (.1-C h~26) 1-31

usc(~c SPE21CER (TM1EC 36) 1-8

US cImGECj (?1SC 208) 1-31S

USCGC KIAI'IATH (!-.IHEC 66) 9-28

'155 E~fDU.R.:.cg (-:z0 435) 1 8, 11-12

UScGC 141aDCo (,vHEC 69) 1-12, 19-31

USS PIED0E (1450 1492) 9-22

1JSCGC TMIEY (IJEC 37) 13-31

msIS'.OCD?ECKER 0.0c 209) 23-29

lIES cCA%W*rT ( iPG 88) 1-14

lIES ASHEVILLE (Pr, 814) 17-17

USS !!ASOE CITY (LET 1165) 20-31

USCGC SEBAGO (VHEC h42) 1-19, 29-31
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1,IAI-E-T T! STATISTICAL SUPMART
July 19b9

1. U. S. Ships/Craft-
DER M•O MSC WB PCF LT F0 WI.E.C

Daily average number
of craft on patrol 0 1 2 114 30 1 2 3

"2. Average number of =11 ships/junks employed during miith:

SEA FORCE RIVE"' FORCE COAS' FORCE

Total 39 221 186

3. U.S. ActivityD 2...6

STEEL- DAY 377 NIG9- 3171
TOTAL MISECTED " MM - DAY 13,358 NIGT 2•16 I..

STEL DAY 2o1 N!IIGHT 260 8 3.. '..

TOTAL BOARDED IMOO - DAY 8,327 NIGHT -5<414
13.?69

"ST=-L- DAY 16 NIGEP 12
TOTAL DF.TA.P3h2) JWMIS 245 PiMRS(1S 1,1425 (26 VC suspects)

"4. VNN Activity:

* ~J1J%.'S SEARCHED 8b41449 JUNKS DETAINED 2I45

PERsaiS SEARCED 269,1475 RPa~sc D1ETAriED &

5. Naval Gunfire:

"TOTAL IIISSIMS 706 (Includes 60 cases of hostile fire suppressian.

~~1 and 31 evading craft ta~ken unfder fire)

* ~2I•]f CASUALTIES

57 killed plus 64 probable

19 wounded

. -'13V MIATLEIJAL LOSSES

r 397 junks or sampans destroyed 25 junks or sa'ns dam. Ag

GO lFI9ELNTIAL971 structures destroyed 187 stra-tures damaged
COIIFIDENTIL
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:-:$+ ~During Juliy all Stable Door units Maintained active Patrols In •.+-

+i" . .their areas of re~sposblty- Durin the first Part of the moth' -..

4 . -. -_ - .

+" •'P,+ lugIn, updating, and faniliarization of newly assigned Personnel with •" i"
Stable Door equi t and onerati e on

.nued to sulypora ground oDorat its w ith blacking at patrols and d 3

of reeonnaissance Patrols. Surveillance results included a total of

- 53,317 detections. Inspections and boardings led to thedetention of
410 junks and 136 personnel.

7t , Operations by Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit C!ME/SD I (iU--)

remained routine during July. flo suspicious activity vas noted In

*1 the harbor of Vung Tau where harbor activity averaged 12 ships per

day in port. Operations by I"JU-1 at Vung Tau resulted in the de- "

t ention of 12 persons for improper identification papers, curfew

- ~violations and suspicious activities. laI addition, two sampans were

j detained. on 16 July, Stable Door EMD personnel ansuered a call

from the U. S. Arn 184th EMD Team who reported an wntowa object -

"vas conducted with negative results.

jetsndi teVn .ayai hnel iclr iesac
At am anhBay, a total of 44I persons and 16 imter craft ieere

detained by IUJ-2 operations. The ECD Team 36 inspected 199 ship

, ! at anchor, all with negative results. The daily num-ber of ships In

the harbor was 6. Ch 17 July, a Vietnamese water taxi with 21 persons

.4 on board uas stopped, boarded, and searched. Two Vietamaese females .- .,

1 55
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were detained for possessing 800 pounds of unmanifested no and

turned over to the 7iaval Support Activity, C&a. Ranh Bay for disposi-

tion.

During July, Itf.U-3 detained 18 persons and two watercraft for

improper identification, curfew violations or suspicious activity.

EOD Team% 34~ inspected 243 ships in Qui Ilion harbor with no suspicious

-,activity noted. The harbor activity averaged 11 ships per day in port.

In the harbor of Nha Trang, there was an average of 7 ships per

day in port. The MJU-4 continued routine operations during July de-

S taining 62 persons and 29 water craft for suspicious activity, curfew'I
violations or improper identification. EWD Team 37 inspected a total

Iii i of 154 ships at anchor in Nha Trang harbor, all with negative rejults.

"* On the afternoon of 23 July, a 10 year old Vietnamese boy requested

assistance from MItJ-4. Accompanying the boy to an area used by ARVN

personnel as a firing range, they found seven Vietnamese boys with

•serious injuries. The boys -were medevaced to the th Field Hospital

!'•.I"• for treatmaet. An Air Force ECD Team discovered that the boys had -

found a LAN (Light Anti-tank Weapon) rocket which exploded after they

-. hit it with a rock.
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RIVER PATROL FCTCE EU*.A

The River Patrol Force continued their resouarces and population

control activities throughout the Mekong Delta, 31g Sat Special Zone,

and along the Upper Saigon River from a point south of Phu Cuong north-
4•. °

west to Dau Tieng (VT 845 080 to WT he3 h6E) during the month of July.

Additionally, a majority of the FPR's assigned (120 out of 220) were

engaged in the support of the current SEA LORDS Catpaigns - Giant

, 1 Slingshot, Barrier Reef, Tran Hung Dao, and the new.ly instituted Mang

Thit-Nicolai Canal and Cho Go Canal Operations. "he Search Turn Cam-

paign in the Rach Gia area of Kien Giang Province came under the op-

erational control of CTF 116 throughout the month. The expansion and

intensification of the SEA LORDS Campaigns as as indicated by .the above

mentioned operations and Operation "Double Shift," -hich required the

relocation of four river divisions from the Game arden area to the

- Tay Ninh area in response to a threat to that M Corps city, necess-

- i' itated the transfer of 16 PCF's on 9 July to the operational control

of CTF 116. To maintain the proper coverage of the vital Delta rivers,

I :eight of tbe PCF's assumed TU 116.1.2 for operations on the Bassac

River, four assumed Tu 116.3.2 staging out of Sa Dec, and the remain-

ing four ass-=ied TU 116.3.3 staging cut of 1V Tho. The PCF's reverted

"to the operational control of CTF 115 on 25 and 26 jaly with the return

" i - of the PBR's from Operation "Double Shift."

Game .Taden aircraft assets at the end of the month were 30 hell-

copters deplcyed as follo.--: Detachment ONE (two helos) aboard the

MJSS .•ASHOE CC"MY (IST-1165) supporting TF 115 forces in Operation

M 1CUP C C461 At
Dovmgraded at 3 year intervals" 1
"Declassified after 12 years

. 59
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Se rla/Ta Hun Da IIIin helowr a auPennslaDeachen

T.., (fu beos at.h e eahetTME(w eo)aor h S

(tea Flos)at/Ta Ben Lu Dao n the Va ower Caug Rivue nisl, Detachmen IV tw

T:(ouhes)a haBDetachment THIE (two helos) aboard the USS EIGCINY(S-4)o

[th Upp~erD2 CoUT Chien -3 inve Eate o re V Lofhng fo, Detachment SEEN(to elR s

Li~a Ta (two heo)aBn u on the Upe am Co Dong River, Detachment FIGH E (two - -o3

helos)h TabadyRB. on the Uppere Bassac River, saintenancepoo of 12~ Dc

Detachment bA (5W plneos) at TaArzihTu;DtchetB( lns

'1 ~at Binix Tauy nte}ideBsa ie, and a maintenance pool of 12e icat tBn by

EVloyment of the various waterborne and airborne assets available . _

to the Ulver Patrol Force included missions involving resources and

population control, nighttime waterborne embufffes, transportation and.

support of Vietnamese Regional and Popular Force troops, support of

SEAL. and PRU (Provincial Reconnaissance Unit) operations, daily chain

drag sweeps of the Long Tau shipping channel, canal incursions for

-aterborne traffic inspection, distribution of Psyops material, intel.-

ligence gathering and general familiarization, *,redcaps, transportation

and support of small group U. S. Arv7 operations in the Rung Sat Special *.0 ~- .--

Zone (Chuong Doung 30-69, 30A-69, and 31-69) to thwart encnr' attempts .

to harass allied shipping on the Long Tau River. The effectiveness of

0 ~these operations is indicated by the fact that only one such attack 0

occurred this mon~th.
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Patrol activity for the River Patrol Force waterborne and air orne

assets during July Is sbom below:

:ATMOTMNE PATRCO•I-

TF 116 TACR TF 194 TAORj TV., BOAT PATROLS 1391 14.83

DETEMC14CS 79, 604s 93,117
flNSPECTIML!S 23,196 23,803

!BOAR GS 34,078 1I4,079

AIRBCMIE (Hours FloMn) TF 116 TAOR TF 194 TAe•
4 UH-1B / OV-10 UH-B OV-10

PREP, NNE STRIKES 62 2 118 79
PEACTIMN STRI:ES 48 23 67.5 15
WMTAGETS OF OPPORTlNITy 70 hiO 128 72

suPPCrT JassIas 70 17 128 18
TOTWS 250o- -M 1075

T(.TAI. FLIGHT HOURS III COMBAT MISSICtNS 957.5

I--

- I •ICOFIDI TIAL
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Game '•-Kaen PBR, UH-1B, and CV-1OA a~fos

Two CV-10A's cf T1J 116.4.8 placed a strike on two evading samp•-s

approximately 11 mile southwest of Phu Tinh in the early morning b!s

of 3 July. The strarc resulted in one sa.an destroyed and one damaged.

Ene- personnel Las=zties were listed as five probably killed. No

return fire was receie.d from the sampans and there were no U. S.

casualties.

4 In thc -arly ev-_ting of 6 July as PBR's 755 and 841 were returning

Lo Nha Be Navy Base, they came under eneqr B-4&O and automatic weaponas

fAre from both banks cf the Dcng Tranh River about nine miles southeast

of the base (YS 073 717). Three rocket rounds were fired from the east

bank of the river. 2-a impacted in the water, and the third hit PSR

I 8�841 resulting in one Savy man killed, one U. S. Yarine wounded, and

two Vietnamese wounded. The PBR's immediately returned the fire to

both banks, and a Navy IPFT was scrambled to assist and medevac the

* wounded. A regional f rce company and troops of the 5th Mobile Strike

• • Force operating in the vicinity made a sweep of the rea but made no

contact with the eneij.

'While in waterbc~e ambush on the night of 7 July, the cover boat

of a two boat patrol sighted two sampans with seven occupants traveling

east on the north bank of the Upper Saigon River about 7½g miles nortb-

I west of Phu Cuong (iT 7- 211). The PBR's illuminated the area and

took the camouflaged szans and occupants under fire. The enenW did-

not return the fire, and vhoen the partially submerged sampans were
",+I -

checked by the PBR's, afll the occupants were dead. The samoans were

.1 subsequently destroyed. There were no U. S. casualties.

COIFIDMNTIAL
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IIn the hour before noon of 8 July, the OV-10 Bronco aircraft of TU 116-4.8

were called upon to support friendly ground units in contact with an es-

timated two platoons of VC approximately nine .iles northeast of Soc Trang

(XR 181 710). As the enemy retreated, they were effectively trapped in

an open fire between large canals on two sides. Air strikes were placed

on the enemy throughout their retreat, and in their final position, heavy

automatic weapons fire was received from the enemy positions during the

@. engagement. Results of the air strikes were 20 VC probably killed and

eight structures destroyed and an additional 11 damaged. There were no

Navy casualties.

In a four hour operation on the night of 10 July which took place

. in an area 9 to 18 miles northwest of Rach Gia, Broncos of TU 116.4.8

i' I in conjunction with PBR's of RID/IV 553 were responsible for the de-

tention of 65 personnel, 12 VC killed and 10 others probably killed,

and the destruction of six sampans. Beginning at 1829 an OV-1OA

sighted nine sarapans (VS 991 162) and reported their location to PBR's

in the vicinity which were enroute to regular patrol stations. The

PBR's searched the sampans and detained all their occupants for lack

of ID cards and having military boots on board. Additional sampans

were sighted by the Broncos approximately 15 minutes later (VS 858 173),

and after- receiving sector clearance, they were taken under fire. Ten -

minutes later, the Black Ponies spotted additional sampans (VS 838 210)

and likewise took them under fire after receiving appropriate clear-

ance. The PBR's verified the body count on the sampan attacks as 12.

A Junk signaling two sampans that had evaded the air strikes was sub-

-. sequently intercepted by a VNN PCF from Hon Tre Island and was found

1
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to contain nothing suspicious. There were no friendly casualties}i during.these attacks.

The Black Ponies were once again called upon to go to the aid of

friendly ground forces pinned dom by enevy fire just before noon on

12 July. The incident took place 15 miles southeast of Ha Tien

"" (VS 595 283). While delivering tzeir strikes, the aircraft encountered

heavy automatic weapons fire. The results of the mission were 15 of

Sthe enenq probably killed and two large and two small secondary explo-

I sions observed.

While providing overhead cover for a combined operation mid-after-

.- noon of 12 July, Seawolves of TU 116.3.8 placed strikes on an enemy gre-

nade factory eight miles southeast of Thanh Phu (XR 755 899). The helos
received no return fire from the ene-V positions and accounted for four

of the eneny killed, 31 sampans destroyed, four structures and one bunker

destroyed. There were no Navy casualties.

In the pre-dawn hours of 13 July, PBR's of TE 116.9.1.3X in a water-

borne ambush position sighted a sa.opan with six occupants on the Upper

Saigon River seven miles northwest of Phu Cuong (XT 714 210). The sam-

pan was traveling west along the south bank of the river and was taken

under fire at a range of ten feet. The sampan was destroyed and five of

the occupants were definitely killed and the other one is presumed killed.

A small amount of food was recovered from the area. There were no U. S.

* ;casualties.

.. On the afternoon of 16 July, MER's of TU 116.3.5 were involved in

an enemy initiated firefight three miles south of Cai Nhum on the Mang

Thit River (XS 215 200). The boats came under heavy automatic weapons

-'- fllI•!FIREIPTIAIL-"
COIWIDEHI.L
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• - :•': ~and B-40 fire. One MR• sustained a B-40 hit on the starboard side. :";

S.....•'"•-Seawolves and Broncos were scrambled to assist &nd placed strikes In. .•

S"!; ~~the area. Friendly personnel casualties were mne UN dead, of vounds .' .

:•• .~ ."

• ~and four others wounded. Enemy casualties were limited to four $true-..

t'. ," tures destroyed and ten others damaged by the air strikes. -

"'• " •IResponding to a sensor activation during a routine patrol on the

, • • ~night of 19 July, tuo Broncos of TU 116.4.8 came vnder aew• fire about."'"

S. ~11 miles southwest of Chau Doc (VS 995 750) as they approached the site.

"€, ~~It is believed that bath pilots of the widng plane wer incapacitated ''''

•...•by the fire since the plane began a 10 dive and crashed and exqgoded

-b -'.-' o

a on a nearby mountain. Transmissions from the diving aircraft were not

Sreceived and ejectios. attempts were not observed. Subsequent SIR action

hby arand ground parties found small pieces of wreckage and aditional.

tuesidestroyedfandit toi oarath ersd amaged by theai searhe. Bot piot

.Shortly after snset an the 20th of JJly,, six PBRI s In night itere .....

?'• I borne ambush positicas sighted 25-30 VC attempting to swim across the"""

SUpper Saige n River approximately 16 miles northwest of Php Cuace the Bit..

pounds of rice, and a pound of docutents. The ewere bad not returned

._.by the boats' fire, and ther ae be no U. S. casualties.

| ! Broncos on routine patrol mon the evening of 2d Jun y took three

eevading sanpans under fire t miles northwest of Rach Gia (VS WO 166). ac

The first sampan with two occupants took a direct bit with a 5c rocket
_Upperand disappeared. ahe second, containing three people, was hit by 2C0a-

SICONFIDETIAL

(IT 21 37).The ~sbrok thir psitin ad tok teo"r .%-,
une ie n ile ih o'h"an atre w reaet

ponso ieadapud fdcnns.Tew '"d.ntrtue
th bat-fiean hee.er-oT. .- a-atis
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"fire and disintegrated. The bodies were obse- floating In the water.

The third saSan with oe manIn It was shatteed and going in circles

after the first firing rim and was hit a seco time and saunk. Total

eneey casualties were six killed and three sauig= destroyed. There

were no L. S. casualties.

Broncos were called upon again an 29 July to take evading samna

under fire in the same area as the preceding inzident (VS 990 164).

Four saans were taken under fire resulting in two destroyed, two

damaged, and five of the enerV probably killed. There were no U. S.

casualties.

Seawolves in the Rung Sat Special Zone att~a=Td five enezW sa~sps

on the morning of 30 July 11 miles east of Nha at (YS 206 760). Four

of the sampans were destroyed, and the remaining one was damaged. iheW

personnel casualties were seven Icilled and two cers probably killed.

COnce again there were no U. S. casualties.

," I*1Game 'Wardenf SEAL Operatim

In the earl~ymorning hours of 2 July, five -"o and one I=l were

inserted by ILI at a point approximately nine miae' southwest of

Tho (XS 355 412). They patrolled north and set a trail ambush but

-: broke the arush when warning shots were heard. They patrolled fartber

. north and stopped at a hootch where they questicoef an old jwn about

VC in the area. He indicated that the enevq were to the immediate

I * north. To substantiate his information, they stc,€ed at another hootch

I and questioned the woman occupant who at first sa4A that ARVN troops

were in the area but later admitted that VC were 3= the area. Going

.1 COPIFIDEUTIAL
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back to the original hootch, they once again talked to the old man 0

when a VC walked doam the trail, saw the SEALs and attempted to evade.

The evadee was taken under fire and killed. An additional man was

taken under fire and listed as probably killed. One AX-47 was found __-_" __

in the area, and four males were rioted at about 40 meters up the trail

as the SEALs extracted at 0730. There were no friendly casualties.

As SEALs returned from an operation which resulted in negative con-

tact on the evening of 10 July 15½ miles southwest of IY Tho (IS 249 396),

they spotted an unlighted sampan on the river which appeared to evade

after being hailed. The sampan was overtaken, and its two occupants

detained after a search of the sampan revealed a large quantity of goods,

both civil and military, that appeared to be headed for the black market. 0 .

After being questioned at NSA 1ty Tho, the detainees were released when

it was determined that the goods had been given to them by Americans

earler in the day. A2l gcods, however, were confiscated. Included

in the haul were Navy raincoats, windbreakers, Jungle boots, mail bags,

foot lockers, two cases of coke, and two cases of beer.

In a series of raids as part of Operation Ranger, SEALs of Detach-

"ment Alpha, 8th Platoon, "A" Squad, joined with PRU's, Seawolves, and

the 114th and 121st ArrW Aviation Conmanies in attacking a group of

j objectives approximately 27 miles south southwest of Ben Tre (UR 780 785)

during the period 10 through 13 July. The principal objective was a

*• 1prisoner of war camp in the Than FPu sector of Kien Hoa province. The 0 0

*" camp was finally located on 12 July (XR 764 907). As a result of these

raids, 25 VC were killed, 70 bunkers or hootches were destroyed, 79

- sampans were destroyed, 14 VC were captured, and 15 detainees were taken

CDII F IDUENTIA -7 I
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into custody and six proved to be VC. A gUenade factory with ap.czi=aatey-

1,000o grenades and equijamnt 'As al"o partiall dest"Y".by air strikes.

Five LMV so-escpue uing the 1968 Tet Ofensive 'were liberated

when the POW camp was overrun. frendly casualties were two U. S. wotmded,

three PRU's wounded, two Slicks and two gunships damaged by eney ground

fire.

In Long in Province on 28 July, SEALS of Detachment GOLF, GCLF pla-

* ..} toon, with the aid of platoon scouts attacked an adrnin, finance, and

* • . propaganda office of the VC 11 miles northwest of Go Cong (XS 63ý0 562).

j The SW As observed a security guard armed with an AK-h7 enter a hootch

at 0415, and an hour later when contact was made with the SEA zrimeter,

j the area was taken under fire. Seawolves were scrambled, and after

placing attacks, a cease fire was ordered at 0530, and the area vas

'2. 3 searched with the Seawolves providing overhead cover. Ten VC!V7L were

killed by the SEALs, and eight were wounded. Three VC/N"VA were'llsted

-as probably killed by the Seawolves. Four detainees, three AK-•7's,

t and one 45 caliber pistol were taken into custedy as well as 20 kilos

I iof documents. There were no friendly casualties.

On the night of 29 July, two LSSC's assumed an ambush positionI
|about 16 miles southeast of Saigon (IS 986 64e) after having copleted

a SEAL insertion. Shortly after midnight, they sighted a sai." with

three occupants entering the Rach Ba Giong and took it under fire. Ten -"

rounds of green tracer fire was returned by the enerm before being

F * suppressed by the 'ASSC's. There were no U. S. casualties. • '-V'I casualties were one killed and two others probably killed, one sapan

I * destroyed, and one 11-1 with 40 rounds of am=mnition and some doeuments

captured.
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SHarassment/Attacks On M4erchant Shipping

The cnly reported incident of enemy harass:=t/attack on Allied

shipping on the LUng Tau shipping channel occurred cn 6 July when an

enemy rocket fired at the SS STEEL ADMIRAL detmnated about 15 feet I - -

from the ship. Shrapnel struck the ship in the vicinity of the boat

deck and caused superficial damage to the boat deck and paintwork.

* During the early hours of 6 July, the merchant ship WELFARE W..

subjected to a VC sapper placed watermine containing approximately

200-I00 pounds of high explosives while at anchor in the Nha Be River

near the Nha Be Tank Farm. Despite the aliant efforts of Navypen

from the nearby PBR base to save the ship, it continued to take an

water and eventually sank on its port side in the Soi Rap River in

about 40 feet of water outside the main shipping channel. There

were no perscnnel casualties in this incident. IMFARE was a non-

ISSTS ship.

PCF Ope:ations in Game Ward-- Areas

On the afternoon of 15 July, PCF 73 inserted Regicnal Force/Popular

Force (PF/PF) troops about 15 miles southeast of Can Tho (-S 942 011)

on the Bassac River into a suspected Viet Cong staging area. A few

minutes after the inserticn, the troops made contact with the ene"'

and FCF 73 came under enemy fire but was unable to return fire due toI: friendlies in. the ar.ea. The ground forces were extracted about an hour

"later havihg killed one Viet Cang (body count) and capturing two. In

I additicn, five VC hand grenades and anti-American propaganda material

"were captured. There were no friendly casualties.II
"C' t ~l-,E UIA
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Cn the afternoon of 17 July, PCF 53 and PCF 97, -while on normal

Game 'Varden patrol, entered a canal near the mouth of the Bassac River

about Wt miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 370 620). About two miles up

the canal, the PCF's received several rounds of light anti-tank weapan

IM(LAY) rockets which were quickly suppressed. Four miles farther up the

S]i canal, an evading sampan was captured, and shortly thereafter, the PCF's

again received LAW fire from a trench on the east bank. In the suppress-

ive fire, one VC was hit with .50 caliber machine gun fire. The PCF's

then exited the canal without further contact. One VC was killed (prob-

Sable) and one VC captured and turned over to SA Coastal Group 36 for

interrcgation. There were no frit--.dly casualties.1 }Early on the morning of 19 July, PCF's 32, 67, 73, .and 97 inserted

275 ?-./PF troops from Thong Thuan sub sector along the Bassac River about

15 rIes southeast of Can Tho (XR 040 926) for a sweep of the area prior

to the establishment of a new outpost. Folloving the insertion, the
t

PCF's patrolled the river taking targets of opportunity under fire. The

• Phuong Thuan District Chief also made a live Psyops broadcast for one

and Gae half hours from POF 32. The troops were extracted by the POF's

with assistance of 6 rJN RAG units at mid-afternoon. (be VC was killed,

t;A one captured, and four suspects detained. The RF/PF troops captured

* - . two kilos of VC documents, two *e-|6 grenades, one VC gas mask and a largeI quantity of medical supplies. There were no friendly casualties.

CO5"h •I.•. LL
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The dimension and tempo of M operations were substantially

reduced in July as the 2nd Brigade of the inth Division aass-ed

a stand down in preparation for their scheduled redoploymt,.

Except for a series of 3rd Brigade operations• supported by

seven river assault crafts in the Can Giouc District of Long An

Province, pritary emphasis on M? activity was directed toward local .

Ioperations with the Ist Brigpd, in defense of the military install-

ation at Dong Tan. RIC also supported several operations in oien

Hoa Province involving Vietnamese ArzRegonal Forces, and

ProinciaJ Reconnaisance Units, in addition to the usual escort, ; .-..-.

burn/ defoliation, and NEDCAP missions,

Contact with the onney was extremely light as shown by the

drastic decline in enms KIA's, down to 63. Of the 11 hostile

fire incidents reported, only 4 wdre ormV initiated firefights.

j These low figures evidently reflect a reduction in both XBF and

.mayactivities.

The final official ceremony of the Mobile Riverlne FPore

was hold at 1500 on 6 July on the flight deck of the flaghip, .-. -

•- - TS •BLEWAH (APB-35) as the Presidential Unit Citation was

* j awarded the 2nd. Brigade and River Assault FlotillI* Che for

O-I' the MIRPS outstanding actions during the period 29 Jawua7 1968 O

- I to 4 March at the time of the Tet offensive. General William M6

Ro.se-n, Deputy Comander U.S. Military Assistance C.ma.. pro-

-tsented the awards. The ships and assault craft of Task Force 117

I Down ~grae RCUP 4
Dowgraedat 3 year intervals

Declassified after 12 years TI ~730
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then passed in review to conclude the core.mov"

The 3/60 Infantry Battalion, 2nd Brigade of the U.S. Arsq N. .h

Division departed on 8 July and was the first WE unit to be wr-

j-"deployed in connection with the 25,000 man reduction announced 1V

j President Nixon.

- Task Force 117 provided 5 ASPB's on 26 Jul4 to CTG 116.3

(Central Delta Patrol Group) in temporary support of river patrol duties

on the My Tho and Ham Long livers.

-" A new RAC numbering syste" Is in effect whereby all craft "C

a class are assigned a different mwber, as opposed to the forme r-

"" divisional numbering system, i.e. A-I designates ASPB maber 1, •4

"is Zippo iber 4 etc.

Sixteen ASPB's, forsaerly assigned to CT? 116 %nd utilised ~I a patrol

capability as River Division 595 were transferred to CT? 117 diudn

Craft RA 3 AD 132 RID Il51 DI RADJ5121 Totals

CB2 1 1 1 0 5

.• 'July. Tedivie•_on organization and boat strength of T? d17.-~

Total 26 21: 24 16

T "I
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Rlver assault craft employment on 23 Juy as shown below is

illustrative of the wariety of activities mbih RAC were coinitod

during the monthsI (2)
ATC ASPB lCH CCB RE OTALS

Ac3asnipers 3 2 1 6

Baae Defense (1) 11 2 13

U.S. 9th Defense is 8 4(i2) 2 1 33

Can Giouc (gerations 3 2 2(12) I

Operation Meant §Unsht1 12 5(2Z) 2 32
|I .. oLCARP 611 13

.Rung: Sat, S•}ecial Zone 1 7 1 {1Z) 9 - :

46

Total 54 40 12(5Z) 5 2 113

(1) 3 ?S also comittod to bass defen,"

(2) (Z)- ZMppo, flae thrower contfpired mitor

I
I

2::::
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OPATIOjS IN IM Hkh MROVINCOZ

)&eo: $or•' n with previous months, KWP activity in Kuin Ho.

ProjIice vas very limited during JulY. The former aggressive

Ssear.Ah and clear operations conducted throughout the province vere

absent as the 2nd Brizide, stood down and the main effort became

A defeisive as PLC supported the 6/31 Infantry Battalion of the 1st ."

Brigde in local security operations near Dong Tam and along the

I l tunh xang which were designed to protect the base from enemy attack. ....

These local operations consisted of troop insertions, sweps and

extractions supported by RAC. hie ships of the MRF added their

firepower to Dong Tam defense by providing frequent H & I fire

"-'1." into the ar's bordering the southern perimeter of the base. Night

sniper and interdiction patrols Were also carried on nightly as

part of the base defense measures. Navy aquasnipers and 6/31 -t7

.'sniper te=s accounted for ton Viet Cong killed dring the patrols

along the bank of the my Tho River near Doug Tam and the Vobile

[ ~Riverine bae".

"BIAC suPported 4 Kien Hoa Province RF and 3 FRU operations

along the Co Chian, Cal. Mon and Ba lai. Rivers during the last ten

days of the =nth. The R's and PRU's Aned contacts on several

- occasions and accounted for 28 YC, killed and 20 captured.

During the last 8 days of Tuly RAC on patrol duties and those

in blocking tetions after troop insertions inupected 924 saxpans

resUlting in 24 people detained.

+ + +~~OV FlU]EtllIAL -"-
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* ~Dong TMm Bass and the Mobile Biverine Base were again sub-

jected to rocket/mortar fire during the month. At 1605 on the

lOth,Dong Tam received a single 107mn rocket wdhih impacted loas

than 50 feet from the in/out processing center at Dong Tax re-"

eulting in three USA klleMd, and 18 W1 and 3 USN wounded. The

next night at 2112, Dong Tax received incoming mortars NU S .

.(A3 40) and SkT1R (AML 23) took the suspected VC positions on

the south ban.-xf the My Tho Riv• r under fM 3 •lmediately with

unknown revalte. A lot Brigade halo search team wars called in

to recon the area. They sighted three aampaus, took then i:nder

fire and sunk them. So signs of enemy activity were evident at

first light the following xorning as the RIVFLOT 0 io osand and

Control helo reconned the area. Again on 16 July at 2158, units

of the M at Dong Ta observed 5 to 7 rockets fired fram the south

bank of the Hy Tho touard the Dong Tan Base and the MU3. Two of

these landed in the water nefr the M without causing dA=nge.

USS TOM GREM COUNT! (WST 1159) reported wimners in the ar&M

in the sme general vicinity as the suspected launch eight. All

4 ships retwzmed fire and base defense boats dropped grenades in

Sthe area of the suspected wi=uers. No friendly casualties

were sustained and enewW casmuties are =nknown.

"The first EM? of the month occurred on 13 July when ATO 30

and 47 came under autcoaa4 4 weapons and AX-47 fire frm the no•t-h

bank of the )Y Mio 3 idlea southvest of Dong Tax (IS 369 -1413)

*while conducting nigbt patrol and sniper operations. The pACjCOU[ FlUE qTI"',
7..F CONIDENTIAL
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ard snipers returned and sppresed the eneW fire with small a&a=

There were no friendly casualties and enmq casualties are vslwm.-

The Savy Counuz and Control halot, with Capta.in Ca-I. l a."""

C- RIVLO T 0M aboard, reive ,,ms fire from the south bw.

of the My The (I 374 •A•2) during a reconnaisance flight on the

afternoon of 16 July. No hits were sustained. The helo returned

fire and Dong Tahartillery placed a strike into the area. Monitor

4. 4 was dispatched to Investigate ano later a Navy EOD te.-

entered the area in Boston whalers and towed ouo two damaged sea--

Pam*.

During sniper patrol operations along the Ny Tho, ATO 13 and

1.8 ran agrouod on a madflat 1 1/2 miles southwest of Dong Tom"

UXS 4110 412) at 233D on the night of 16 Jaly. An underister sm.-

plosion blew a 12 inch bole in the stern of ATC 13 as it attepted

to back full and caused minor flooding. ATC 5 vent to assist and

f experienced six szal"l underwater detonations before pulling T-13

free at 0330. The explosions were evalusted as caused by dis- "

"carded friendly ordnance or detonators.

iAr 5, on base defense patrol on the My The River received 0

about ten rounds of wal arms fire from the north bank of the I3 '"'"""

Tho (S s3911419) during•e•rl.•afternoon of 17July. ATC• 8 •wa dis-

patched to recon the area and had negati•v rsemslts. M 6/31

Infantry ovwed troops • nto the area to investigate the incidenUt

CONFIDFNTIA I
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Beginning at UY700 on July Zt, 1AS 13 with 2 AS••ISr 16 AM'Ts.

3 IMmotors and 2 COBIs con-lucted. a show of force and 2 MI)CLPS In

areas that RLC had not entered since the stand down of tU 2md

Bri•ade. J•PCLS were conducted at Ap Boa An and Ap Cho [.l ages

along the Ben Tre River; the RkC fired weapons Into two areas along

the south bank of the Ben Tre and later proceeded A* mfl. into the

western Bai Lai River and reconned both banks by fire. The IMPT

aI accompanying the RLC accounted for 3 VC killed, 3 striae~es des-

t troyed and 4 damged and I V1 flag destroyed.f River assault craft of TE 117.1.6.2 inserted two lien Aom

Province Regional Force companies on the north ba•k oZ the Co Mles

River (IS 375 175) at 0930 on 27 July, and the R•AestbUli1""d

* - blooking stations. The RIF'I shortly came into contact vith an

i4 unkmm alss VC force and accounted for 17 VC killed, 10 captured and

3 wounded. One P troop was killed. R•C in blocking azt.ons oheckoed

S200 personnel in 60 sampans. The P3's were extracted at 1630& On

I ~ ~the ssae day elements of "E" Company of the 6/31 Tfn Batts.Uonf , jalso came into contact with 10 to 15 Viet Cong while operating

* along the Rath Cam 8 1/2 =Ules southvest of Doug Tz= (Z 370 415).

One VC was reported killed by the troopers and one by tbo air GoV".

- A possible enem mining attapt assimM ship* of tS M ms

thwarted at 2133 on the night of 21 July. ATC-17 vhl. an bass detfee

in the NY Tho (IS 418 420) spotted debris about 200 D ards frm the

stern of the USS BMEVM~. (APB 35). jL raman fired Into thedebris

with a shotgu= and a large explocion erupted Ln a wat spout 60-70

.feet high* Concusion grenades were thn dropped AIL- no further

* II

..... '," -.. .- ,- .* ... . . . ... ... .
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re mat,. No d was sutained by U.S. craft.

At 0730 =n 31 July, while inserting troops of the 6/,V

Infantry Battalion on the )Yq Tho lRxsr (%S 420 408)j, tw A!'to

received about 12 ounds of automtic veapons fire*. Th fire wa

r returned with 31,-16. There ver, no friendly oaasulties. he PAC tm'a

establishe4d blwlin stations and checked 26 ampams. Six detuaieel

were later +tk= to Doug Tax.

0QPATIC1S IN 1=~0 MN PB1TiN

A detacb~mt of 7 -,C conducted troop lift and aterberme blockl"g

I services in o~jumiction with the 3/7 Infantry Battalion, 3rd Brigadeg

U.S. Ninth Djyizica in the Can Gloc District of Long An frovtice

.3 durIng the a z'-. Ground contact was generally light as RLC supported

day and nigt aub-uh end interdiction operations In the are, durIn

the period* 5-9, 13-19, and 22-31 JTuly.

"At 0920 m 6 J3.y,RLG received eny e.iper flre dmrig a bea•I prep and bimku- destruction operation prior to rsertili ef of..-

on the Hach ri-i, two ziles northeat of Can Giuoc (7S 876 741) a.< friendly oagWlt-es were usmwAned and one esn bunker cause- was
destroyed by fits. Troops were exteacted at 1520.

An 0117? epA-4td at 2113 on 14 July as the evm attacked asmemlt

craft vithA re=eolleas rifle, B-0,, rsi am and 5.0 caliber mwkieII~fire. WU wareertronteon the RaohBa Dangq 4 1/2 ailes eastof

Can Ginoc (XS M 913) to insert a 3/j7 fa•mtry Battalion aziu*

platoon wban th fire fibt started. AC 45 received a reeoilless

"* I I
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rM* it nd G 4 tok aB-0rocet it.Powsailors wer" vounded

. all minor, and the two MC eceivod nior damage. ]triag r.-

were ande on the eneaz positions and the area wea flamed down. Low

tidal conditions precluded troop lamdig butartillry and air strikes

were called In. Eiewy casialties vere unkiowz. The only other

* incident Involving RAC occurred on 27 Tuly when RAC, ebile

Sw iting to backload troops, took a *sup= under fire 2 1/2 miles

eoaathvent of Can Gluoc (IS 867 714) resulting In one VC killed.

I -7.C
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MN .ISTICAL Su)i"

S • •,•,m B±,•r,-i, Force. ;..

Detections 67,953 174j,286 .
inspection 37,518 47,550 924
Boarding, 13,741 48,756 r

Craft detained 245 5
Persons detained 1,226 661 24
Viet Cong suspects 2610
Hostile fire incidentk 60 65 12

i] Enemy casu-altiess
*~~a Killm~a~ed 102(5=ET,44Dc) SO(BC)4157(MMO) 63(62BC+2IST)

b. Wounded 19 9
a. Captured 1 2 29

USH casualties"

a. Killed 2 5(2DOW) 0
'1 b. Wounded 10 17 7

a. Captured 0 0 0
'- d. ssing 0 0 0

Enemy material losses$
a. Destroyed

(1) Jumks or•sampns 234 8728
(2) Sturetu-rs 27 2 23

b. Cpra d-
(Junks or os"ans 9 ' "I, 4(2) Weapons 22 18
(3) Ak-uition (rounds) 1,560 0

(4) -ice (tons) * 0 0
*c. Ytmeeds

(1) Junks or saizers 25 69 0
.3 (2) Structures 287 251 2

USN Vtern.l losse.:
4 a. De+troyed,* 1 (1) Surface croft 0 0 0

(2) Helicopters 0 1 0
b. Damaged:

(1) Surface craft 315 2
(2) Helicoptert 0 0

mA issions6

Remirks:
, Iniforiation not available or not applicable

I *'Search Turn Game Warden Operations

GROUP 4~
Dowmgraded at 3 year intervals

STDeclassified after 12 years¢O•~~8PFIDENTIAL- --:"
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VIENAMESS NAVY

Operating in all four Coastal Zones and in the Third and Fourth

Riverine Areas, Fleet Coarmd units performed Market Time and river

patrols, NGFS, logistic lifts, river escort, Psyops, and Civic Action

missions. A total of 57 NGFS •isssians were fired during the month.
The substantial increase in the number of junks searched in relation

to the June figure reported by the WPB's and PCF's operating in the

|*, Third and Fourth Coastal Zones was reflected in the overall increase .

* for Fleet Command unit statistics which increased from 503B in June

j to 5528 in July. The nunber of people searched decreased for the

second straight month from 17,952 in June to 13,903 in July. There

were no people or junks detained by Fleet Command units during July
whereas in June, 29 people and 6 junks were detained.

The minesweeping craft of RAG 91 recovered electrical wire at the

end of six runs on the Drng Nai and long Tau Rivers. The total length

of the wire removed from the suweping gear for the month was 5EO feet.

rOn 20 July, one of the minesweepers patrolling the Dong Na. River

noticed a possible mine fourteen to sixteen inches in diameter floating

aft of the boat (YS 013 917). Advising the operations center at Cat 0

* Lai of their discovery, they were directed to destruct the object which

*they did brexploding it inplace.
.1 Almost all of the NGES missions were fired with unkmown results

*~ I
which has been the standard proceedure for the units for several months.

1 The VNH are regularly called upon to provide support for outposts and

bases that are under attack by enesr forces as on the evening of 10-11

GO 11F I UN RI A 10
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" 'W• fired 80 rounds of 81mm ammunition into VC positions

that had besieged the Duc Yy PF outpost on the Co Chien River ayppcoi-

mately 21 miles southeast of Vinh Long (IS 409 112).

"Oni the evening of 25 July, a Vietnamese ?CF was patrolling a !Market

Time station northeast of Phu Quoc Island (US 933 523) when it detected

by radar a sampan that was about 50 meters offshore in a 24-hour no-

boat zone. When the PCF illuminated the sampan, the five occupants

waded towards the shore. Two additional IIN PCF's from the adjacent

SMarket Time stations in An Thoi arrived on the scene. The empty sam-

pan was kept under surveillance until the next morning when it was towed

4 to An Thoi.

River Patrol Group 51 (RPG 51) employed an average of 18 PBR's for

the day and night patrols on the Long Tau an' Soirap Rivers. The PBR's

" were also utilized for troop lifts, cordon and search, and ambush op-

erations. One enenq initiated firefight damaged one PER and wounded - -

one U. S. advisor. E'e.nr caches were recovered on five separate occasions,

and two VC in a sampan were probably killed when they attempted to evade

a PBR patrol on the evening of 5 July. Three VN PBR's were ambushed on

the afternoon of 21 July as they were proceeding west on the Rach Nuoc o

4 Trong towards the Dong Nai River eleven miles east of Saigon (YS 063 925).

As the PBR's passed the enenW positions, they cane under B-40 and B-41 "• --

rocket and automatic weepons fire from both benki. One M-60 machine gun

"was destroyed by a rocket hit, one PRC-25 radio was knocked into the

.I water by the concussion, and the U. S. advisor received minor wounds

"from the flying shrapnel. The V11 units returned the fire for approx-

I imately ten minutes and cleared the area.

- i COI0FIBEUTIA1
CONPIDEUTIAL
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Vietnamese Castal Zone Forces rebounded from t -

coastal surveifllce figures in June with First Coastal Zone units

leading the way. There were 62, 797 junks and 25,562 people searched

during the month ihich was a 10.0% increase and a 7.9% increase respec-

tively in rela-tio to the June figures. The number of junks detained

morethan doubled the June figure of 109. The First and Second Coastal

Forces accounted for 173 of the 247 total. Correspondingly, the First

and Second Coastal Zone junks were instrumental in the change in the
I=

number of people detained from 635 to 862 in July.

Although. en contact continued to be heaviest in the Cua Dai

area of the Fire. Coastal Zone, other VNN Coastal Forces did record

several significt incidents in July. In the early hours of dawn on

6 July, the CG 1T ambush team established contact with approximately

twenty VC in an zaea appra.:mately 25 miles northwest of Da Nang

(ZE 126 059). Te a-mbush team with CG 13 waterborne support maintained

contact for'appraximately one and one half hours. They were extracted

and then reinstated with the support of the U. S. 101st Airborne Div-

ision ,"spooky" air:craft and VH-13 gunships. Shortly after 0700, the

VN units returned to their craft, and the 101st continued a sweep of

the area. One M and two VC were killed during the fighting; one

AX-h7, one clay=ie mine, and twenty kilograms of rice were confiscated.

A CG 14 as•ash team observed sampan activity at the junction of

the Hoi and Cua Bai Rivers one and one half miles west southwest of

a bHoi An (BT 190 5£) on the evening of 13-14 July. During the fire-

fight that folc;ed, three VC were probably killed, and one VC was

captured.

COW~IDDMfAL
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RAG 32 units came under automatic weapons fire from two sampans

that were crossing the Cua lau River three miles vest southwest of• %

Hoi An (BT 108 559) just after dark on 23 July. There were no friendly

"casualties, and one wounded VC officer, three AK-47's, one AX-62, one

Colt 45, two sampans, three pounds of documents, 75 detonators, some

anrmition, clothes, and food were captured.

* :1 On 29 July, units of CO 16 initiated a firefight with enemy elements

3of the C75 company on the south bank of the Phu Tho River four and one

half miles east of Quang Ngai (BS 733 727). The exchange of fire wounded

two VNN and killed five VC (two probably). Before contact broke off,
the VNN captured one VC and three personal weapons.

Ln the Second Coastal Zone, Coastal Group 21 came to the assistance

of the Ngai An Village Defense Force on the evening of 6 July. The vil-

Slage was located 21 miles north of Qui Nhon (CR 050 615) and had been

attacked by an estimated squad of VC. The coastal group illuminated the

area and was instrumental in the dispersion of the enemy forces.

The Dung Island Complex in the Third Coastal Zone continued tojyield

' ~enen7 con tact. Cn the afternom of 4 July, the CG 36 ambush team woundel'- "
one VC and captured two others at the northern end of the island 24 miles

southeast of Can Tho (XR 197 783).

The CG 35 ambush team and local PF troops were ambushed by an un-

lanoun nixmber of VC on 15 July six miles southeasi of Tra Vinh near the

"Co Chien River (XR 577 937). Two CO 35 umits and reaction team were

* dispatched to the scene. With the added firepower of the reaction force

and the8lun illumination provided by the afloat units, the enemy broke

off contact leaving one VNN ambush team memb'er and two PF's dead and

~~ AL
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one PF wounded. The following day, the CG 35 • -

" the area for a ground sweep and an intelligence survey of the ambush

positions. The enemy force was estimated to be squad size and arasd

Swith M-14' s, 1.1-1 's, and carbines. One hand grenade was recovered from

t ~the area.

Several organizational changes took place in the Fourth Coastal ;

Zone in July. The first of the month, CG 43 and W4 commenced a shift

of forces from Chau Doc to Ha Tien via-two weeks upkeep at Rach Soi..

Coastal Group 41 moved from Ha Tien to Pouli. Obi in the middle of

the month. RAID 72 arrived at Chau Doc at the beginning of the month,

and on 7 July, it was assigned to begin carrying out operations with

two raid platoons of the Fourth Coastal Zone from Vinh Gia (VS 810 612)

along the Vinh Te Canal to Chau Doe. (See discussion of Tran Hung Dao

* Campaign in enclosure (1) for further details and incidents).

1 Although there was a low level of enen% activity in the 3rd and

,4th Riverine Areas, the V1N River Assault Groups (RAG's) continued

routine river patrols, amphibious assaults, troop lifts, IIGFS missions,

escort duty, and psychological operations. A total of 1,982 ampbibioiia

assaults and 112 river patrols were conducted by the RAG's. Mn 8 July,

the newly formad RAID's 74 and 75 relie'.ved RAG 25/29 as the VNH unit of

Sthe Fourth Coastal Zone Amphibious Task Force.

From 9 to 21 July, a combined force of RAG 24, elements of the U. S.

1st Infantry Division and the ARVN and armed helos carried out Operation

"A t Strangler 1 along the Saigon River from nineteen to thirty-one miles

east northeast of Saigon (IT 680 225 to IT 520 396). The search, sweep,

"and blocking operations made contact the first day when a RAG 24 unit

C-ONDENTITAL
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operation produced the following results: one VXN killed; 27 VNN and

"friendly forces wounded (14 VINN.); eighteen VC killed; and 51 VC cap-

"tured (all by USA/friendly); two sampans and two mines destroyed by M;

16 personal weapons, four B-4O rockets, six grenades, sixteen mines,

and 300 kilograms of rice were captured by USA/friendly units; and

three sampans and four tunnels were destroyed by friendly forces.

In the Fourth Riverine Area, units of RAG 25/29 (now attached to

I the Tan Chau sub-sector) sighted a VC junk on 7 July approximately

| three and one half miles south of the Cambodian/Vietnamese border on

the Upper Yekong River (WT 230 000). Taking the junk under fire re- ,.

suited in the capture of one VC and two VC suspects.

'k-'hile patrolling the Ham Luong River seven miles east of Ben Tre

--. on 16 July (from XS 555 148 to XS 530 218), RAG 21/33 units began re-

ceiving sniper fire from the islar d In mid-stream (XS 578 154). Due

to the absence of ARVN troops and the presence of a large civilian,

population on the island, the sniper fire was not returned, but in-

. stead, a quick reaction landing party consisting of six VNI and one

U. S. advisor went ashore at the estimated location of the VC sniper

positions. Ene. contact was established, but the VC quickly with-

. drew. Continuing the sweep, the landing pa %. naptured two VC around

noon who were found hidden under a hut. Interrogation of the captured

S i enemy at the RAG boats revealed the possible location of additional

IVC. A larger landing party, led by the captured VC, searched to the

east of the original VC positions where they found four more of the

of the enemy (XS 573 ,18). After disembarking troops which the RAG

CONFIDENTIAL

- ! t ¶ S:* :*:*-. * * *.-- .



-%", , To-__

S. .....-*...

CONFIDENTIAL

* boats had *extracted along with the six captured VC just south of Ben

Tre, the RAG units returned to My Tho and Vinh Long.

An intensification of the security operations along the heavi"'

traveled Mang Thit-Nicolai Canal which connects the Bassac and Co Chien

Rivers east of Can Tho (XS 205 235 to XS 103 103) began cn 18 July with

RAG 23/31, Minh Duc, Yang Thit, and Tam Binh sub-sector forces, 9th

ARVN Infantry, and U. S. river craft participating. Enemy objections

to the increased Government presence were voiced on 18 and 19 July when

river craft of RAG 23/31 were attacked with 60um mortar rounds (on 18

July at XS 200 195) and small arms (on 19 July at XS 214 101).

� With the incorporation of RAID's 72 through 75 into the Vietnamese

Amphibious Task Force 211, the Vietnamese Navy was able to magnify its

participation in the riverine warfare effort. The July Task Force 211

statistics reflected the increased number of operational units as there

I were 902 river patrols and 365 amphibious assaults performed by the RPID

craft. The now battle seasoned RAID's 70 and 71 and the new RAID 73 were

intimately involved in Giant Slingshot .0perations in July (see discussion

of Giant Slingshot in SEA LORDS Section for further details). On 9

July, RAID 72 stationed at Chau Doc began conducting operations on the

i i' Vinh Te Canal from Vinh Gia (VS 810 612) to Chau Doc ( see discussion

of Tran Hung Dao Campaign in SEA LORDS Section for further details).

RAID's 74 and 75 relieved RAG's 25/29 as the VNN components of the 4th

I •CTZ Amphibious Task Force. The RAG units would continue to carry out

S.routine river patrols while the RAID units concentrated on amphibious

assaults. CD!I1FUTI["
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Consistent With the genera•l low level of enewW activity experienced

Kl

S~~throughout Vietnam, the Vietnamese Marine Corps and their U.' S. %ri-•e

ii'•"" •iCorps advisor.$ operating exclusively in the III and IV CTZ,, encountered

. , Nnegligible to light contact for most I the month. Numerous me,

""N-

booby traps, and the occasionlm attack by fire were responsible for the

j"• majority of the ten Vietnamese Marines killed and 83 wounded. Recon-

naissance in force operations by Brigade B on 19 July and Brigade A

during the period 25-31 July accounted for 41 of the 50 enemy killed
:! ~in action.

-Throughout the moth of Julyo Brigade A' consisting of the Brigade

-Headquarters, the 2nd and 4th Infantry Battalions, and Battery A of the

.. '7.. .• I~st Artillery Battalion carried out reconnaissance in force operations •:---

in Choung Thien Province in the IV CTZ under the operational control of

the 21st ARVN division. On 4 July, the Brigade and Battery A established

a fire support base an.' deployed the battalions in the Twin Rivers Area

"I (vicinity U7 430 690). During operations on 16 July, the 2nd Battalion

I •found and destroyed an enemV hand grenade factory and 300 hand grenades

4 in various stages of production. A recently vacated 100 man enemy base

carp and adjoining 50 nan hospital was uncovered by the same battalion

on 20 July. Supported by the WNI RUflIs 74 and 75 during the final week

of the month (25-31 July), the brigade .ms credited with 29 VC kied"-""
and five VC and 52 VC suspects captured (39 by VNN).

'hile conducting reconnaissance in force operations in the LngI

- Bien Special Zone, in eastern and sot. eastern Bien Hoa Province, III
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CTZ, Brigade B ihich included the Brigade Headquarters, the 3rd and the 0.

5th Infantry Battalions, and Battery B of the 1st Artillery Battalion"- • ; . -

met with negative to moderate en.V' resistance during the month. OC 1

*July, several sporadic small unit contacts were rande and the Brigade

- command post received twelve to fifteen 6 0mm mortar rounds which in-

flicted negligible damage on the Vietnamese Marines. The only organ- , " .. --

- ization change for Brigade B occurred on 6 July when Battery 2 of the

22nd Artillery Battalion relieved Battery B which stood dom at the

Thu Due base camp for the remainder of the month. Both the 3rd and

the 5th Battalions gained contact with company sized enerw forces on -. -

.19 July. Contact was maintained for most of the day, and 12 VC were i

] killed and one was captured by the }axlnes. Ch the last day of the

Smonth, the 5th Battalion uncovered a VC rear base camp which contained

miscellaneous supplies and munitions.

The Ist Infantry Battalion was undergoing a refresher training

program at the Van Kiep National Training Center east of Phuic e, Le

j approximately 30 miles southeast of Saigon UYS 400 610) during the

entire month. The Battalion was joined by Battery C of the 1st Ar-

tillery Battalion on the 29th in order to conduct a three day training

operation that commenced on 30 July.

The 6th Infantry Battalion with one platoon of Battery D of the

"1st Artillery Battalion performed reconnaissance in force operation

for the Long Bien Special Zone near Bien Hoa (IS 995 135) from 1-31 S

-' "-: .July. Security and reconnaissance in force operations produced only-'4 . .. . , - .! ! ~~~negligible contact. .!.:...
4
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Battery C of the Ist Artillery Battalion provided direct giunfiie

support in the Rung Sat Speciai Zone until 6 July wheni it was relieved

by Battery F of the 2nd Artillery Battalion. Returning to the Thu Due,

Battery C remained in a staPA-doiai status until 29 July wihenx it joined

the 1st Infantry Battalion fc- training exercises at the Van Kiep ?Iaticwi-

al Training Center.

The tactical situation was only slightly changed from the previous

* month for Battery D. Two platoons remained under the operational con-

trol of the Capital Military District, with one platoon at Cat Lai and

one at Thu Duc. The third platoon remained in Bien Hoa Province with

the 6th Infantry Battalion which had relieved the 5th Batallion on 29

*1 June..

j Both Batteries E and F of the 2nd Artillery Bataflicn were in the

4base camp at Thu Duc until 6 July when Battery E relieved Battery B op-
erating with Brigade B,and Battery F replaced Battery C that was provid-.

ing direct support in the Rung Sat Special Zone.

CIFDETA
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Daily'a SearhedDetine

CM=TA FOR=E
1 52.6 51.2 19,359 74302 110 476

n 4I18.7 47.2 26,M1 79,262 63 177
III 48.0 4,6.5 8,91% 27,519 73 200
IV 30.8 30.8 7, 2A.482 _2 .2

S.b-totuIss 62,797 205,562 247 862

PjI SHIPS 26.5 24*5 1,349 5,062 0 2
a'Ants 1IS.4, 7.1 4,179 8,6411 0 a

".'. • ,VERL "'"

"" - " uRL 120.3 114.5 7,572 25t658 0 0
"An "(1ID) 50.0 43.9 3,086 7s572 0 0

.F. TAm TASM
P.RL• 66.4 62.4 6,35 12i.4 .2 ...

TOTAIS• 85,281 267t978 ;47 86"

VC,.:s NIL 50 Captured 18 Sus~pects doea-ed. 46

mm)C 11 10 1I1 83 E1 0*o1
MAiCkan 2

SProvided 77 gunfire support missions for period 21 -mie - 31 July

#lnelndesPLG 27, R&G 81, 91 an~d F"51S 1
: I statistics coer period 4 - 3 Ju]7

GROUP I

Downgraded at 3 year interval.s
""-" Declassified after 12 years

TotI. . CO I " ."
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PSYOPS- AD CIVIC ACTION SIM R

During the month Of July a record 208 Hoak Chanhe rallied to U. S.

* and Vietnamese Navy Units. The high Cfieu Hol rate mas tho result of

the defection of 194 Boa Rao troops wbo had crossed the international

SCambcdian/Vietnmese border and hailed a U. S. Navy PER on the Vinh To

Canal. Although they vere not Viet Cong, they were granted Chieu Hoi

status because they were returning to the government of the Republic of

South Vietnam.

A concentrated pacification effort mas undertaken in the Rung Sat

Special Zone (RSSZ) by U. S. and ARVN forces in July. Ieaflet and

loudspeaker operations have been used extensiVely in co•junction with I -"-_

and as a folov-up to military clearing operations in the BSSZ. A

U. S. Seabee teen with civic action material has been assigned to the RSSZ

in order to improve the standard of living in the villages. Some indica-

tions of the progress of the program ray be implied by the nine Hol Chanhs

the RSSZ PRU's have received in July. On 24 July a single Navy heplic•pter

C; .•distributed 33,000 Chieu Hoi safe conduct passes and 30,000 restricted
area notices in the RSSZ.

Operation SEAALOAT which was initiated in June on the lover Ca Mau

peninsula in the vicinity of old Nam Can City has progressed wel. A

total of 1,357 people have visited SEAFLOAT and have received political
indoctrination; there have been 212 hours of loudspeaker operations,,

one Hol Chanh has rallied, and 691 have expressed a desire to resettle

in Old Nam Can City. There has been a marked increase in the co=%erclal

river traffic in 4 CTZ. Further evidence of the success of SEVAOT.-

-• w•e indicated by VN visitors at the end of the month heo lndicated thatF I AR2!U•t'ipa..w-...."U'•

* WI) ,.jI:I.MuidW Domwgraded at 3 year intervalsS....Declassified after 12 years
+ CO3N-IDENTIAL
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the VC were attempting to step up their efforts to prevent sampans,

from visitin& SUFLOAT. Beach Jup Unit On. Teea 13 assigned a Fayops

loudspeaker detachment in support of SEALIOT on 15 JuMy. The detachment

consists of one enlisted operator and two 700 matt loudspeaker systems

* . capable of opeamting as two individual 700 vatt systems or In combine,-

tion to provide one 1400 vatt system. The loudspeaker system is capable

* of operating from helos as veil as from boats.

j Throughout the month, physicians and corpsmen from the faval Support

Activity 1•ang have voluntarily vorked at the Stella Y~ris Dispeneary.

S! the Buddhist Orpbanage In Danang, the Doeang surgical hospital, the

Yalteser hospital in Daebg, the Special Forces Hospital, and the 2nd

ARVX Division dependent clinic. Approximately 150 Vietnamese patient•

have been cared for each veek during the month. Weekly dermatology,

j orthopedic, surgical and urology clinics were held at the NA1L hospital

for those in need of the-e services. Approximately 34,000 persons 1n

all four CTZ's of South Vietnam have received medical and dental treat-

ment in EMED&S conducted by U. S. and Vietnamese Navy teens. This wuas

an increase of 1,000 over the previous month's totals.f I A variety of themes were utilized on Psyops loudspeaker operations
conducted by CTF 115 Units including "Midiay Conference', "Rewrd'as

Third Inducement", "Wandering Soul" and the soundtrack from the Beetles, .

S_. . j "Yellou Submarine".

A coordinated -.. P endeavor wva performed by 111 PB1's, tvo corps-

men (VNN), 20 mritime police, an intelligence squad, a VN cultural drum

teams, the ien Foa Province JUSPAO representative, and the advisor to

S-the Huong 1y district chief. On the rorning of 17 July vile'playing
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Psyops tapes, the team transited to a small village nine miles south of

Ben Tre (ZXS 511143). The eorpsma treated 250 people while the cultural

dram team played Psyops material and put on a show. The armed Intelligence

squad and the maritime police field force circulated in the area talk-

ing to the local populace and providing security as did the PER sailors.

* )ateriaJ. distributed to the local villages included the following: 300

bars of soap, 100 5M flags, 50 toothbrushes, 40 plastic bowls, 300

A,.. i!" pictures of President Thieu, 50 rubber rabbits, 150 school kits, a-wi

~ ~~.1400 magazines.
Seabee Team 103 located in My Tho City (XS 49745,) completed work

"on the Tay Ly T•y School (XS 488548) in July. Construction on the school

included replacement of 40 meters of wooden valls with Cenva-rax block, ,

installation of lattice work and shutters in four classrooms, and

! plastering and painting of walls.

Completion of a two story fourteen classroom reinforced concrete

structure was reported by Seabee team 0810 in Can Tho City Wi 866094).

The building was funded by the Ilinistry of Education for use by the ,

University of Can Tho School of Pedagogy. -•
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MN5 CIVC ACT-ION SATISTICLL SMMM&R
25 ~~ Yn -5 e 1969

)TOTL Nil 01R OFIi-MIS PE1ON7TM & am MM V11 "M
ICTION PRD=RT~s

O~ST or SUPIJI ConIwrMhJE BY 1IIT R! RMOrCYS FMR CIVI

~IEn-ITUiYS FROM4 TH U MIFWA CIVI ACTION MSDLR FUND M4$ -77

TOLUNT&E! CONTJ.BUTIONISs ng
M~.ENTAME OF R.S. 14ILIUAR CIVC LCTION ICTIVITES CONDUCTM

.OfINTLY WITE:

Other AFOAF 15
RYIIIF 23
V. S. civillan voltantry agencioes 7
Average percent of self-help by IN civilians 79

Iabor 5
t Material

Economic Devalopient 347 238.6W9jEducation 821 930,=J
Social welfare. 2440.073U
Transportation 800 317,35-W

IRafngee 385 327,0M

1BSTITUTYSS STEw

Schools 68
Orphanages 23
OUMei 83 *-

-~EMNTE: (1) Statiaticsabsovn are. those for 25 May -25 Jime e
frsnazlittal letter.
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ACCELERATEh TURNOVER PROGRAM AND TRAFIWG S EU I [

The Vietnamese Navy received its fourth Landing Ship Tank (LST)

from the U. S. liavy on July 1 during ceremoies at Guam Island. Rear

Admiral Phillip P. Cole, Commander, U. S. Naval Forces 1rariannas, rep-

resented the United States at the ceremony and t ,-ented the ship to

Corzmodare Tran Van Chon, Chief of Naval Ciperations, Republic of Vie-mam

Following the decommissioning of the COCU]DYO CITY and the departure

of the U. S. Navy crew, VNN LCDR Tran Van Chi then assumed command of

the ship and her 107 VN officers and enlisted men. The new VNN IST

was renamed the V17IG TAU (HQ 503) after the Vietnamese resort city of

Vung Tau.

I t New ard varied techniques continue to be employed in order to en-
It

hance the various training programs. Coastal Division 15, participating

in the PCF turnover program START (Swift Training and Rapid Turnover),

I ~ ~has experimented with color coding of engine room piping systems and ...
I stenciling arrows to indicate the direction of flow of the liquid.

I The RIVFLWT 5 ACTOV status report that was published in the middle

$ of the month indicated that WIN PBR training was progressing satisfac-

I torily. By 16 July, 164 VNN were qualified as PBR creumembers. RiverSDivision ----

- .Diisio 593 reotedUL.~ that several VNN seamen were rettiuung to the

boats early to conduct pre-patrol engineering checks. Sone improve-

ments in the language barrier were noted with daily language training

and bilingual definitions included in the daily program. Actions to

-I correct the delinquent pay problems for Vietnamese sailors have been
taken.

Cjt"." "T.-
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Ii. the START progran, the secord increment of VNII trainees reported ~

to their respective Coastal Divisicns between 11h Jbme and 9 July. As

of S J~y,176 trainees from PCF classes one and two were underon

on-the-job training. Uhirty-nine trainees have been qualified and re-

lieved USIN perscuinel. The third increment comprised of 35 boatswains-

mates. graduated from the Saigon boat school on 19 July and began report-

ing to the varions coastal diLvisions at the end of the month. The more

experienced trainees have, In most cases, greatly facilitated the oni- .

entatica of later arrirals. With more tlan one trainee aboard each PCF,

the enthusiasm anid attitude of most VII sailors have noticeably improved.

-10
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c0'MAUDjjE1R U. S. NAVAL FGRCES VISA V CHIEF NAVAL ADVISORI
GROUP sTAFF R•ORGM3IZATI•O4

-. . During JTuly, reorganization of the C*'!.'AVFCRV/C1DIAVADGR? Staffe

took effect in response to the changing U. S. Havy mission in Vietnam as

firther progression into the Accelerated Turnover Program (ACT(U) was

•:.. : ade.eUntil recently most responsibilities of the U. S. Navy Staff per-

sonnel in Vietnam could be readily divided between those pertaining to L
the U. S. Naval Forces and those of concern to the Vietnamese iavy.

Accordingly )the staff functioned qaite naturally with the NAVFORV

portion handling U. S. Navy operations and the Naval Advisory Group

"' portion advising on Vietnamese Navy matters. The ACTCV Program re-

-q 'uires an integration of U. S. Navy and Vietnamese Navy forces in nany

S 'Ii areas, such as personnel and operations. As the ACTOV Program progresses

f,•ther, this once natural division is no longer appropriate. Further,

the rapid expansion of the Vietnamese Navy now requires maximum assistance

from the U. S. Navy personnel in-country and advice and consultation

Sfrom the best expertise available in each area. Therefore, in view of

the changing .emphasis in th COMJAVFORV,'C}IAVADGRP missions and the

increasing integration of the U. S. Navy and Vietnamese Navy Assets and

responsibilities, it was necessary to make organizational staff changes

A to keep pace with the changing situation.

In this new organization, the Senior Naval Advisor is also the ACTOP

-. " •Coordinator, has direct access to the entire staff, and is dcuble-hatted

as Deputy Chief of Staff for Advisory M-atters (Code 03). All Assistant

-A 103
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Chiefs of Staff (ACCS) irifl. report through Code 03 for Naval Advisory

and ACTOV matters.

The ACOS' s have been assigned additional duties and have reorgan-

ized their staffs to include their N;aval. Advisory Group counterparts ~

I av tu benasorbed into major divisions of the integrated staff.7;77

However, personnel who are engaged in purely advisory work and ieho haw--0

a Vietnamese Navy counterpart will remain at the Vietnamese Naval Fed

quarters and under the control of the Senior Naval Advisor.

This integrated staff wifll become the Navy element of the HUGA W=

4 ultimate withdrawal of U. S. N~aval forces from Vietnam.

Line diagrams showing the former and present COMAORM/CH1AVADGe~

etaff Crganization foillow:

-10



- >2. '- U-

h-. -- ~ .jib"

rLai

7 TI

I34

3p

Ok fill

_j)

I- US 1 -1

.10



-F a"

--- -- -- ~

FR -. ,*, -- * . .- . =...

0 .1p .0

2 Ai

00~

de 12

00

L .. '

0F .-

zz L :-.

0: g

I -R j

o~4 1 - -0I

~EE.

~10



`v-. 7- 7' 7. -

r . - . -~ * * -

- 2UNU. - - *.-

AB Attack by fireIJ

zone byT- al agen tie - ups agsandar sire litd r napi icaiso thoent uedin

j feet by ninety feet

I ART) Iri7y of the Republic of Vietnam

I ASPEAssault Support Patrol Boat

I ATC Ar-,tored Troop Carrierf

4ATSB Advance Tactical Support Base

A ~.Automatic Veapons

Black Pony/Bronco COR-1 TAfn Engine 'lurboprop Counterinsurgency Aircraft

CCB Co-mand and Co'inaications Boat

CG Coastal Group (VNfl)

CHICOI Chinese Commuist

CITDG Civ-ilian Trrergular Defense Groups -*.2rcenari.es of

* ~Vietnamese, laotian, Cambodian descent v~ho fight prim"arilyI arc'md ow~n villages

Cir: Ccrps Tactical Zone

* I Coastal. ",one

j * )ustoff 1:-edical evacuation by helicopter
jDouche Boat AlT equiped to deliver a high pressure strean of water

I 'e-- initiated f5.refl~cht I
pS i-re Support Base CL S MiIII

' - I -mrraded at 3 year intervals n w ý
3-c-2as.sifi~ed after 12 years 107
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" 1)UNCZASSIOED '
G-Z.- G of.'tn

°~ ~ ki Hara~s.set and Interdiction Fire Support •'.
"Md in Action: .

LAPT light Attack Fire Team (CV-lO's). .... ,

lAY T ight Anti-tank 'Weapon.•

- - - 444 -. .-.'

l.CPL landing Craft, Personnel, large .- '--

S•D:•J ~ ~Vietnamese equivalent of !J•.T- underwater demolition teams ,-.,

IHFT light Helo Fire Team.

SOIM (H-6 l ig~ht Observation Helicopter

~~ln Ran ]c ],fre R•econnaissance -.',trol

:• "•XcvJ M~i!itar Assistance Cowiand, Vietnam i

4"CAP ":edical Civ-c Action *4ogram"

S:IC-]IlTCR -:eavily armored 101•-6 (hO=• cannon or 105-mm hoiwitzer)---""4obile Riverine Base--

-P'nI" "rbile Riverine Force s

:i U, ~~SB "'Unesueeper, Boat : :.ii

Govermentof .etna

:-;S.) ~"-inesw•eeper, Drone •"--

I.• • :SF :'obile Strike Force mercenarler- who deploy and go •""'

S" .•Pnyvhere _H::I H nt andava!t Gunfire rupport""por

-. 7

* I ;,ietn"avea e • equivaente liof JSffmdrvaer deoltintens•*

" I IHP lgh "loFie ea

10!. 1 !C' EH6ight Observation Heic opter

1: "'PJo''la:eRcrnasaceto
.*[A' I Ciitry ASSItan E o ad_ .V..etna..

.. SB ;bie dvnc acicl upor E.
l•." : • .~~~fcA . . .. . . . .. . . . . ..Civi-c- -Action. .-.-.'r-.-.-ram'.

•-. . - , . -- •-.. . . .-.-.- . " '...- TC _.. . . . - '.e'..'. yar,..-....'-,,.H-.-..'b •',.'cann :o ,-- or lO ,v-i howit -... '-.-.'-. ..-er)- - .- -



AA

-~ . -- .. OaTS'SIF[ED A

iJorth 'Jiletnamese- Ix -.7. -

* -A'. -: atrol 3-ent, !liver

-CF ?atrol Craft, Fast (SrVIYF Boat)

Patrol Gunboat *-

03 'rov~.'ncial Reconnairznance Unit

?SfCS *Vchological Ciperaticns

RAD River Arsault. Division

::AG aver Assault Groujp MVfll)

RAO RI~ver Assault and Lnterdietion Division~ (7V43)

RIAS :liver As!sau't !3ouadron

RV R~egional ForcesP.op~lar Forces

I:iocket 'Propelled Orenade

aSS7 ilamr Sat Special Zone

47'ý- F:1 -1B F'elo, heav~y~ fr-ed, UtSo: operated] ~SS3 SuwImrer Support Boat (rki.-irer)

SýTAB 3:111 Teami 4ssault Boat

S 1&Ci~ Tactical Area of Responsibility -

""SARILnted s:tates A.--,%. Ictnrzn

Mc Vaft~a-ese "*arne Corps

Vietn.a-,ese ::avy

Flamte thrcwe:- ec-a-c.ucd .47C or C1L

"aterborne Guard rosts

NCASIFIED

NO

'--5--.-s


